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Brendan Sheridan is a member of
the popwlar local band, the frish

Breakdown, that plays both Irish

and Bluegrass music,




St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee
of Washington, D.C.

2502 Lindiey Terrace, Rockville. Maryland 20850 (301) 424-2200
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Pub & Resataurant

Spend St. Patrick's Day
with us at downtown Washington's
most exciting new spot for dining, dancing
and rip-roaring good times

OPEN FOR
Breakfast @ Lunch @ Dinvwer
Happy Hour (8:30-7 p.m.) ® Music ® Dancing

1101 17th St NW
lcommercd 17Tth & L) Mooday-Setuedey 2968075

PBlack Rooster Pub

We're So Proud on St Patnck's Day,
Our Bird Even Changes the Color of His Feathers!!

An American Pub—In the Inish Traditon—Featuring
Heart :: reshment © Challenging Dart Malches
sprtad Musc @ Serving: Harp & Guinness Stout on Tap

LD

s Ale & Jonn Courage ® Rolicking Good Times
Come Party With Us!




THE MYTHOLOGY OF OLD IRELAND

by Dr. Coilin Owens

Onw lise day, losg ago, whes Fias MacCoud and the
Flasna were hunting by the Lakes of Kilarney, they saw
coming towerds them a gracefud white horve, and riding
on N o beautful, mysieriom woman with kong, Sowing.
gobden hair. She inroduced hervell 2 Niwve Cinn Ok
INwrew of the Godden Hak), and before she had told them
wnach of beer story — that she was the daughter of the king
of The va vOg. the Land of Youth, & Sstant land over the
wide Atlantic —Ohin, Fian's son, sd one of the fnest
warrions of the Flansa, had Lallen in love with her. Me
persuaded hin father to allow him 1o travel vy with
Niave 00 visit Tir na #Og. So off they went.

They traveled asay west over e ocoan for whan
seemed like a very kong time, pasing throsgh masy won-
derful adventures 0o the way They sow sirange momben
and beautihul animals, the ke of which Owdn had never
seen before. Eventually they serived ot The na #Og. where
Ofnin wes introduced at coert. In dur courve, he macried
Niwww, and Bved happily In & land where sobody ever
kaew dloess o age

But one day Ol began 10 think back 10 his former Iile
among the Flansa, honting over the woods and plaies of
Ireland. The more he thought of it the more restiess he
became. Finally, he mbked Niave ff he could pay & guick
visit 10 lreband 2o see, once more, his father and com-
rades. Heluctantly she comented, but on ose condition:
that he not set foot on the soil of Ireland, sever descending
from the back of the majestic steed which had beought
them 1o Tle sa nOyg. He agreed 10 these condisions and set
oul Esnt, over the otesn.

Bar when be reached Ireband, he found it gremly
changed. The people seemed 10 have gotten small and
Smoroos, and e countryside wins dotted with strange
buldings 1opped with won bells. Oisin came upon o grow
of these pusy men trylng 5o Bt 2 Large stone 0 chear &
roaduny. He stopped s horve and Jeaned ost of Ms sad.
die 10 belp raise the stone. Suddenly hin stirrup snapped
wnder e strain and Ovsin sembled 10 the grousd, To the
avtonmhment of the men, he mmediately tersed into o
shrivelled old man, 1s horse galloped off and disap-
peaced over the western halls,

Ohsin enguited about Finn and the Flaanas, bt was 10dd
that they were dead e handveds of yoars. It was now the
thone of Saint Patrick. Me mnked 10 mewt the salnt, and was
taken to him, Aler & considerable discumion betwoen
warrior and salee, Otsla won Saptiond. He died within
hronars.

MHere we have one of the most poignant tales from a
wroup of storkes lrom ancent lreband hnows s the Ferdan
cyche, They conter om e explotts of a company of soble
warmars who dedeaded [reland agaimt all irvadery, wpoat
much of thelr Hme in sport and daraing, and were re-
cetved hosptiably all over the land, Members of the
Flasna were rigocoudy selected and were bound 10 one

encther by a strong sevee of loyalty. They held discussions
on sl mpects of Me—love, lood, swordsmanmhip « and
recied poems on the beausen of natsre. These men 8
their mmark on the comntrgside s the names and shapes of
prosniment hills, lakes and rivers. Seme of the Plosns
were wine, some great lovers, some vallant In battle, one
b bald, ancther oneeyed. They combine valoe, Imtegrity
vloguence and loolishness.

The story of Olain and Nisve exemplifies many features
of this cyche: the mandy strength of Otals, s Jogalty 10 the
Flanna, hin tomantic nature, sod his impubdveness, B it
aluo expresses the relaticaship between Coltic and Chrls.
tan clements in the nasional gpche, lmoler s Olals, &
survivor of one age o the sent, embodies the splrit of
e nation perunting throsgh Mstorikcal changes. Like Ryp
Van Wiskde in America, Ohdn slewps theough radical
chansges in the nation’s devwlopaent, and paradoaically is
able, therefore. 10 encounder the new age In & manser that
s personally weigue, bt soclally typecal.

Like mant of the tales in the Ferlan cycle, thin story has
come Soun 10 us by means of the orad radition, throogh
genwrations of shanachies. Even today. alisost every part
of the country has some bove associated with the Fendans:
In place and family names, local cestoms, songs, and
storbes. During the lant contury this loce was collected and
pubdished. than becoming popular n cities and 1owns
where there wos 80 Bing memery. § b with purpose,
then, that the Ik revolationaries of the 1860 chose e
name “Fenlans.” and that one of the symbels of keeland's
datisctive tradition became, Bke Flan’s ouwn Nean, the
Irsh wollhound. The Fenlan tallen became, In tern, the
nspiration of the works of & groep of writers commited 1o
the developimest of a modern liseratiee in breland: Willam
Butler Yoats, John Mlllagion Synge. James Joyce, James
Stephers, Aumtin Clatke, Flasn O Belen, and many oth-
ers. In the case of the stoey “Olsin | dT na oOg", for
example, we find that & provides the bamework lor Years'
Bt long wrebolist poem, “The Wanderings of Olsin,” and
S & substantial portion of the fowrth book of Joyce's Fin-
sogens Wake, the last great work of the Irinh Literary
Hevtoal Yeats” Ohein exgerionces various stases of spéritual
awarvaess oo Sflerent islands durioeg M powr ney. and con-
tens with a demon reprewentiog alien asthornity, before
refuring to encouster Saint Pankck’s message. Joyce's
reatment locuses on the acgument betwwen Olsln, regee.
snting e ree canging Celtic imagination, and Saint 'a-
ick, representing the consistency and objectivity of
Christian dogma, The tale can be retodd In many ws,
wach coe offering a symbolic or demmatic stage 1o Corvey
comples o abairact ean. But the story of Oiin and
Niave Ona Oir salll ressains, for schoal childres, coe of
the moat enchanting tales rom the lrinh tadition.

Besidon the stiwies of the Flasna. there s another group
of tades featering & hevo as famous a5 Pion, the Ulster
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eyl of Red Beanch tades, contered on Cuchulain (arigh
nally samed Setanta). An incident during the boyheod ol
Setanta bormhadowed the later exgloits of the adelt Cu-
chulain. Arriving aber desk at the house of & kisaman
named Collen, Setanta was confronsed by a ferocionm
howund set 10 guard the premines. The boy having nothing
vo defend Momsel! but s hurling stick and ball, Ne the ball
with sech lorce and accuracy that he drove B deep lnto
the andmal’s throst and killed . Therealter, taking the
housd's place, be guasedod Ns manter’s place alter dark,
becoming Cu Cellen, the Hound of Cullen,

The central tale in this group concerss Cochulain’s de-
lemne of e province of Uliter in a series of single combats
agoinnt the warrioos of Queen Macve of Comacht, Queen
Maeve had gotien lnfo a dapute with Concr, King of U
ster, ower & lamous ball, the Beown Bull of Cosley. This
bed 1o @ catthe vaid Ca 1din) wpon Ulster by Mare's army of
Consachimen. et the men of Ulster contracted a myste-
rhous ness ot & vital stage i the dupuate, so hat Cochy:
iy was et 10 stand alone ot the ford on the River Dee 10
take on sl challengers. One by one he &M 30, and one by
oow they were Mlled. Flaaby, & warrior Cochulain thought
he vaguely recogrised presenned blmael! Only whea this
challenger 100 by dead ar the ford, killed by Cuchulain’s
marveilous swoed, did the here recognier Ferdia, his own
son, Born twesty years proviowsly in Scofland. ks hs de-
spadr, Cochulain runded from the scene (now named As.
doe, Ferdias Ford), and waded nto the sen slicing the
wovetops wntll bhe deowned. In another version of the he-
1o's death, Cochulain became so debilizated from loss of
bload throwgh his sevies of batthes that he had hmoel ted
10 & pillar 50 a5 0 appear capable of further shaughier.
This ruse sscceeded In keepiag the Comnachiees a1 &
datance ustll they ohserved carthon crows descend They
then keww that he was really dead

Cuchwlain's Me story s packed with accounts of his
deeds of war aad Jove. But the Ubvter cycle alvo conlatm
marry sateline storkes ncluding the famown tragedy of De-
indre. These storkes are peeserved malnly i OM rish
tets, the work of Chrnthan scribes, taken down from an
carlier oral tradson. The fliguwre of Cochulain and e
tabes serroending him were wanslaced and adapted, at the
end of e bt comtury, by wach writers on Standsh
O Grody and Lady Gregory. They found thelr way nio
popedar cultuee theough pablcation in school e, and 0
a smaller audionce, theough the work of Yeats, who wrose
a series of plags based cn selected Incidents from the lile
of Cochulain. Many other Irsh writers of thix cemtery
adapted epinodes bom the Red Beanch cycle for the stage
and radiy, most notably the stocy of Delrdre, which has
vershors by Synge, George Rusell, Yoats, and others. The
hevoic death of Coclidain bhas sioce become associated
with the 1916 risiog. as the lamows statue in the Goaeral
Post Olfice and Yeats™ poem “The Starue” indicae,

Owr insheritance fom the lteraoure of anchent acd medi-
eval leeland lnchudes several ather grosps of tales: one
dealing with the early kings, asother with the Christlan
sainis, another a mumber of sativical storhes, and a hether
growp of visloos or jowrseys. The mont sackent, The Book
of [owasons, recouts the relatiamdips dbetwern the firs
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seathors ot the dawn of history. This mythological-hassork-
cal book sccounts fir sin seccesaive peoples who flrst ar-
rived i Ircland, cach displacing the pervious cnes, of
setivien) o8 an accommodation with them to shape & new
social or polincal erder. These enrliont setthers, accordng
10 The Book of Mnuasions, inchaded an ol female contin:
gest (drowned by the Flood), & wite of helots (the Fir
Bodg). a band of ferce plrates (0w Fomaortans), a ribe of
metabacrkers and magiclans (the Teaths DN Dansan),
and finally the “wue Gaels.” the Miesians. The Book of
Inveions. Therefore. gives & sythological jestificasion loe
e veriety of peoples who make legitimate claim 10 the
nasie "W and mmphes that fom the very beginmings, o
be lrish meant 8o belong o a diverse culiure,

The mythology of a people Is e Than & collection of
sutmoded steckes. 11 is a record of how our asceston were
armvned, and B has hissarical sigatiicance in it form s
well 23 in some of s content. It s & repository of the
values and ideas of owr Soredathers. It shows how owr an
cesions made themachws at home, how they found space
bor one another, how the struggles of material e shaped
their fochngs, and how the pracrical world wes made 1o

yield 10 their devper iy,

Revommendend Headng

Prisonias MacCana, Critie Myehology
Thomas Kissella, The Téin

P W, Joyce, Old Coltic Romonoes

Alayn & Beialey Rees, Celvic Hevivage

Mary McGarry, Grear Folt Tales of Old frelond

D Céstln Oroerm I an Associate Professor of
George Mason Usiversiry.

_— - - o -
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Boat Wb bt & Grose Pl
amd

A Happy Se. Paarch's Dy
e
Eininion 110 A A DM Adngion WA
Avwsa O'Nelll, Prosidont




rPhysician Placement

Services provided by Navy Medical
Corps for all specialties in unique
multi-specialty hospital-based group
practices coast-to-<coast with chose
opportunitics for overseas
assignments

Have more latitude in making
professional decisions, Openings
immediately available for U.S.
citizens under age 42 who are
graduates of AMA or AOA accredited
Ceneral and Orthopedx Surgery,
Anesthesiology, Otolaryngology, and
Lrology Programs Competitive
salary and personal benefits, plus
paid relocation expenses and
professional liabilty insurance

;
Regular hours and no overhead,

For a better pacture of current
opportunities in the dynamic world
of NAVY MEDICINE, please call:
Monday—Wednesday
SAMw2PM
ROO492.0326--Marviand
SO0-638-0317 - Virginia
Delaware
W. Virginia
Pennsyivania

BeThe Doctor
_____ YouWant To Be. InThe Navy.
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Happy
St. Patrick’s

Day

O ECK THE YELLOW PAOES
FON e STORE NEAREST YOU,

. BOBBY SANDS

FRANCIS HUGHES
RAY McCREESH
PATSY O'"HARA
JOE McDONNELL
MARTIN HURSON
KEVIN LYNCH
KIERAN DOMERTY
TOM MolLWEE
MICKEY DEVINE

MAY 5, 1981

MAY 12, 1881
MAY 21, 1981
MAY 21, 1981
JULY 8, 1801
JULY 13, 1881
AUGUST 1, 1981
AUGUST 2, 1981
AUGUST 8, 1981
ALUGUST 20, 19
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Grand Marshal, 1984
Cyril Count McCormack

This year mavks the centenndal of the bieth of Joba
Count McCormack (Jane 14, 1884), the Incomparable
Irnh tenor. Joha Count McCormack s especially knows
sod beloved in the Usited States for his singing and re-
cording of Irish ballads. In recognition of this centeralal,
the Salst Patrick’s Day Parade Commitioe s proud o
poesent Cyril Count MoCormadk, the son of Joha Count
McCormack, s the Graad Masshal of the 1984 Se. Pa.
rick’s Day Parade of Washiagion, D.C.

Cyril Count McCormach was boen in Deblin on Masch
T7h i the yoar 1907, His family moved to New Yook
1914, He attended several schools in New York and Con-
nocticut. However, e wend (0 college in London, England.

He retursed 1o breland in 19335 10 start Ms own busisess.
Cyrll Count McCormack was commissioned In the Irish
Arewy's Supply and Trasapoert Coeps in 1940, He was ap-
pointed Sapply Oficer — Ind Brigade and was promoted
20 the rask of Cagtaia n 1942, Six years later he resigeed
from the Irish Army and respened his own business.

In 1956, Count McCormack was appolated 10 estabiinh
the Unted States ofice of the Irsh Indestrial Develop.
ment Authority. He remalsed in this position for three
years before returning 1o Ircland in 1959, He rethied and
sold his business s 1977, Currently, Cournt McCormack
proudly descrdes himaell as a “garden laborer = my own
gorden” He alsc adds that he “never worked s0 hard be-
m_'

The title of "Papal Comnt™ was bestowed on Cyril Me.
Cormack by the Vatican. This s an honor presensed by
the Viatican for special actviges. Mis father, Joka McCor-
mack, was swarded the tide of Pagal Count by Pope Phun
X in recognition of his services 1o Catholic charithes.
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IRISH SONGS OF RESISTANCE:
A PEOPLE'S HISTORY

by Turlough Faclain

B has Secome commonglace %o note that the heish, far
more than other peoples, live n thelr storted pant. Theve
s Bitle guestion that the headlines of the Irkh Today are
Intricately rooted In D bewildering twhits and turma of
Irish history. What s perhags less well known cutside
Ireland itsel is the crucial role of balladry in determining
the manner in which the Irivh view that past. [rish posts
have sewr stopped ce-writing, rationalicing, shaping,
and, you, even creating & mythical Irish Yesterday thae,
while often bearing e resemdlance 10 Mstorical lact,
has noaetheless become the hissory that the Irish, them-
sehves, are nclined 9 belewe.

Scholars have abesys jntified the academic soudy of
histocy by the perhags optimbiic presumption hat we
modersa will be pheased 10 learm from maa’s past lmdecill.
Sen. One weary lse in particslar s often trotied ot to
make the poinl, George Santayana’s seggestion that
hose who 80 ot leamn Som hstory are doomed 4o repeat
I we accept the academiclan’s premise, even a cursory
soudy of the “receering” Irish political past sadly lorces us
10 conclude that perhags we still have mach 10 learn fom
hintory. Indeed. we fiad cursedves sorroutudly agreeing
with that great Iish iconockast, Bernand Shaw, in his di-
darrkel mssessment thas

“wr loarn froen hwtary that we sever lears anything
froen hissoery ™
What Is missing from all this, howewer, s the obviow:
werage folk are rarcly nterested In learsing Se lessom
that the scholars are 50 ready 10 teach each other. As
dscomcerting as it may be 1o the ntelloctuals, the com-
mon folk act, as abwarys, based on thelr own percepsion of
events. It has abways boen, aller o, 0 mare an a
scholar’s postslace that ahat actually hagpened in hatory
s of any partioslar Imporsance. What s of far more Im-
portance s the people’s percepdion of the past. And In
leeland the pecple’s perception of the post s found in the

sange

For all the handavinging It may couse within The
groves of scaderne, i s B folk-history of Ireland that s
read 10 the common pecple, sad & & the folk-hitory (nc-
curale o nat) that serves as thelr implration to the futare.
M s pladinly sot enough to smugly damins the balladry as
“mere” myth. Rather, we toust Lace the fact that the peo-
ple hear and sing more songs than they read books. This
simple certainty s apparent even In the United Seates, a
country with & musical sad poetic tradition far younger,
and far less contral 10 Its culture, thas b leeland’s. For
example, Pulltzer Price wisner Bachara Techmen has
probably sold more bocks than any Nastoran of the mod.
orn era. Vet it would be the worst sont of academic mpopls
10 suppose that she has had aa lmpact on American sock-

vty soywhere near that of Bob Dyflan, say, of many an:
other folk trosbadour. In breland, we have the added fac-
ter that cight huadred years of Anglo-Mibernian
history —and perbags Mifeen centurios of Garlic sadition
before that « have been woven o the rich, evecative tap-
estry of the National Music. If there ace moee Americans
who listen %o Bob Dylan than read Barbara Tuchman, it s
certals that, In breland, moce people sing slong widh the
Wollrtones than read Margaret MacCurtain

That the National Poetry exists ot all is due 10 & hoary
Mrisd verse tradition thae pre-dates recorded hintory itself.
%o get & foel for that tradiion, ¥ s well 4o heed scholar
Eleance Knotfs junction about the relatively “recens™
Irish poetry of “caly™ a millesdum ago:

Verse wan the common Berary mediumn. There i one
ensential bact Dhat avest aever Be lorgoten — it ls, and af ol
persadhs of e Ristary hin Doen, aaodinted atdh svasc ”

Now compare that with Patrichk Galin's observation of
Our o e
The wadiden of writing aad saging ballads at street-
corners o I the market place has aever ded out In e
hennd: 4 be wtll & uing taditnn W the very day. Dreland's
songs refiect lrwland’s Mistocy with & Sdebay prohably e
paraliad In the world
Irinh poetry takes many forms, of course, and the polin.
col songs are only one facet of & rich traddon of verse,
But it s the National Poetry — the rebel songs, If you will —
that most closely refleces lreland’s political pant. Aher o,
# hissory. as Carlyle would have &, s merely a distllasion
of remos, it makes Nitle dilflerence If that rumor s reported
bty & Macasley oc an Irinh folk poet. And, i the historian
wsally writes for other academics, the bard siags for the
poople. The Irinh satisnal balladey is both hetorical lser-
ature and, ot least in the popular perception, hintory itsell.

Of what sort s the National Music? Well, i s laegely
romantic, wsally emotive, sometimes poetic, olen rab.
hiesousing, and certainly hintorically uneven [n coensel.
liag rebedlion agaient the establahed order, and exaltiog
rebels of times past, the ik -balladry vwirs snchecked
amidsr the Wricad mist of centuries, What s of parscular
terest is that the sational poetry nol only reflects Irish
opinion: it also anricipates . For if historians have largely
igaceed the songe, political propogandists have not. Un.
ke the bent of Natory (which is objective), even the best
ol the sathenal balladry & wrimen v & palitical perpose,
b baladeers sing precisely bocause they have some-
ing o say. And these folk posts have not only helped
create the ataviesic boast within ik beesnts, they hane
also shown gerdas In voldieg 1. Thomas Davis, the v
crowned prince of rebel poets, wmabambhedly descrited the
wses of the balladey more than 140 years agec



Exacr dates, subcle plots, svimne connexions and me-
thes Tarely appear in ballads, but thene are not the Mghest
ol of istory. To hallow or acouse the soenes of ghory
and honour, or of shame or sorew 1 posse. and sofien,
and vrengthes, asd sndaige ws with e pensionn of great
periods . . . and 20 et up I o sosds the memory of grewt
e, who shall Ben b m models asd Jodom of ewr
St < THESE are the Nghent duties of Mistory, and
Mhese are bent toughe by a Balad-Masry

bredentiss songwriters before and alter Davis, well awere
of thele abity 10 supplant fact with myth. hane shown mo
bevitation i lmesting the emotional cagital of historical
Incdent 0 gain momentary revolationary return. ks sbort,
e rebel pocts of kreland have never been conlent with
preaching 1o the cholr: rather, they sre responsitle for
adding new voloes 0 the chors.

The keih song of resistance, then, b & wword whose
metthe was forged in the dm mists of Gaclic antiguity. I
pind wan fiet folt by the Stranger In DReabethan lreland.
It martial gheam grew beighter as the Ulster Plandation,
Obtwer Cromrwell, the Battle of the Boyne, and the Penal
Timen echpaed the native Gael. [ts rapler-edge received s
fnal republican, taglsh.langeage hoaisg n the hands of
the United Irishmen loss thas two centuries ago. It has
ot shace lost that sharp edge, In the hands of & master, Its
hvic can be withering weaponry indeed. Sach & mas was
the wplendid b orator and political leader, Dandel
O'Connell,

During one of The Liberator’s many travels abost Ire.
land, he stopped off one night a1 Fian's Hotel in Killarmey,
Ik chanced that the Brithd Secretary for leeland, Mo
Goulburn, was staging ot the same na. The two poltical
gendiemen happened o get rooms that opened onio the
same corvidor. O'Connell rone with the dawn 10 take hs
antomary maning wallk. As it wes ralsing cutside, he
dectded to take his comstitutional n Bhe corridor. While he
tamped up-and-down, he began roarieg aloud some lnes
bom e Irish poet Thomas Moore, presumably 10 exer-
chue his lungs as well as Ma Jogn:

“We tread the laad Bhae Sore wa,

The Groen Mag Setters o'ey s,

The frionds wo've oried are by oo side "

Al Bt invtant, the Britivh Secretary popped his shoepy
head out 10 soe what the nolse was all about. Wibow
shipping & beat, O'Connell polnted an accusing finger,
aad firdshed the verse in the stentorian voice har which he
was so lamous

"And the foe we have before ™
i the story bs apocryphal, no matier. It has Soen told
foadly for 150 gears, Like the lyvics of the balladry. the
very re-telling of such stories have given them o reality
that depends very bl upon historscal acouracy.

The cultere of Ireland has drawn the heroes and villains
of Nistory in sharp detall, and recurringly returned %0 the
weapoos of an carller day 1o fight the Stranger Sech
vestiges of e Coltic past as martyedom, husgeratrie,
md, most especially, the poser of the poet have boen
boqueathed o song and story down 1hvough the genera-
thorm fom Ieih pre-hintory. Owver the koag centuries, the

with & poet by hin side.

Brendan O’Neill
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1984 GAEL OF THE YEAR

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade Comminmes is pleased 1o
snnowunce the selection of D, Collin Owens a8 the recipd-
et of e 1984 Gael of the Yoar Awerd. This award b
presenced 10 Dv. Owern In recogrition of hs energetic
promotion of Irish cultwre in the Washington, D.C. area
and the panithe image of an Irish- American he projects so
the entire commmanity.

Dt. Owens, & native of keland now residing in Vieginda,
s an Assoclate Professor at George Masen University
where he teaches Irnh and Americas Blerature. In adé-
Son 10 his scademic workload at the universiog he has
taught and fostered Goele classes thecughout the Wash.
ingtos, D.C. area and provided presentations on Irish cul-
fure to various orgasizations on sheet notice and often o
personal experne. He s the founder and current chademan
ol the D.C. Chapter of e Gaelic League (Corendh na
Gaedge Washingios) asd lor many years he srganiced
snd presened the drinh Foetnight cultuesd sevies at Geoege
Mason Undversing. Along with these activities, Dr. Owens
has contribused, extersively, 10 the D.C. Metro b
American Calture Jastitute and wos respomibie foe both
the concept and execution of Irish language competition
withis the framework of the Washiagion, D.C. Fels. He
was lastrumental In securing George Mason University's
partcipation In the display of Celtic antiquation ot the
Maryband State House for the So. Brendan Celebration @
Amsapolin, M&. snd Ns byine has appeared In the St
Patrick’s Day Parade Magasine from s inception.

Dr. Ovven's efforts on behal¥ of the Mish-American com-
mamity, In both leadership and support posithons, 1mere
than qualfy him for this award. His willingness 0o ghve of
his tirme, calert and exgeriise b greadd) sppreciated by de
enite commumity.

Congrandations Collin and thank you bor all you've done
and condinee 0 do. Happy St. Pacrick’s Dy rom all of us on
the S¢. Parrck’s Day Parade Commition

Knights of Columbus

Happy St. Patrick's Day @

From
FAIRFAX COUNCIL, No. 4522
. . 6729 Litle River Turnpike
Audrienne and Bill Toomey ANNANDALE. VIRGINTA 22003
Ronald J. Plavchan, Gremd Knight

Telephone: 9419800
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NANO NAGLE: IRELAND’S
PATRONESS OF THE POOR

by Bettie McNamara Fretz

breland's paroness of the poce, Hosara *Nano™ Nagle,
who defled the crown and the penal laws 1o establnh
schools for the poor in the mid- 1700, and who laid the
groundwerk for Iredand’s modern mrhadonary movement,
han been proposed for saintheod. end may well become
Ireland’s frst woman 0 be sanctified thevugh the process
of canomization,

This year marks the 2000k saniversary of Naso Naghe's
death oo April 26, 1784, an evwni that was gresdy
mourned by the peeple of Cork, as reported at the thme In
e Hibernkan Chronicle;

Lawt Wodnesday, the ndnposition of Miss Naghe was
snnaseced s e sormening comtenasces of the pooe of
s ity br whom she was the best of henefactons and
pelronenes . . Indoscrbable & e estreme of whwnrd
Lewaot

Nano Nagie's importance 10 beland has boen Mened to
thae of Se. Parrick, s evidenced I documents in the Ar-
chives of the Presescation Convent, St. Georges 1681, Db
b, where a letter dased March 1785, prochalns, “we have
mach combort to bear from the best devines in this ciry
that there sever win 30 much good done since St Pa-
wick’s tine as his been promooed by sur holy Foundeess'
Extabbshments . .~

While the canonization of an obncure Eightesnsd Cen-
fury Irinh sun might not seem refevent in sodey’s soclety,
hare supporting Nano's came leel that the recognition is
long overdue for Cork’s beloved "Lady with the Lastern *
whe revpened the doors for Cathadicivm in Ireland,
brought education 10 the masses, sond Inpired geners-
tona 20 fallow in hey Sootsteps.

While brvland has teen hoown tradisosally as the land
of salots and scholars, most of hose o designated m
salais are done wo in the hivsoric wadithon, withost dace
meniaton,. reallemation or the peocess of cencalration,
MthhbamuMHmy&r
since Christlaniy began, the epics of many of the early
sadnts ace mingled with myth, and while nemerous Irish
women are rovered as sainis, aol one woman ks among
the relatively small number of Irsh salnts to be slevated
thioamh the modern process of canonisation.

B s significant, marcover, that the ssodern Mish rel-
wou foundations have nol recetved the same afiention ans
those among the French, ltakams and other Livopean
orders whose lounders have achieved sainthood. [ves
among Ammerican deviganted sainils, Iwo are womes.

Nano Nagle o oow of several fownders of ssodern Irish
relighous woders whose sames have been proposed for
sainthood, slthowsgh observers of prococal feel assuredly
that Bose som and dasghters who ollowed her in the
founding of Irmh cosgregotions should surely st be
tapped bor sanceey wntil the mother of Ireland’s women's
refbghoms movement i vo designated.

It was Pope Paul VT who exgeessed a desire that there be
¥ of Canomirations of groups of leusders. which may
well Bagpen with the Irnh proposed sainas The canosics-
thon process, however, b a lengihy coe, and the Introdec-
tion of & came, particelerly a Wstorical cause, demands &
dibgere aed peacier verification of the pervon's reputanos
and bobnews. Equally g tant is the public’s recogritios
of Bt person whose cause b naroduced: thereforr, the
2000 anwiversary of Nano Nagle's death is sagrificant 8o
the success of promoeting her name and ber conse.

Nano Nagle's name is revered in Irvlland, bet few rish.

Americans know of her fearless and uncompromining in-
siance 3o serwe the pocr and destitute of the Eighteenth
Contury, or how ber bold actions also influesced educa-
thon anel the chuech b Amarica. 3 wars agaient this back-
ground of social disorder, poverty, prefudice and injmsce
that Nano Naghe beyan her efforts on Seball of leeland's
poor. Her devermiration sowed the weeds o & religious
tevivael in Ireland ot & thse when the Church was wnder.
wround, when relighous freadom was desied lrinh Catho-
s, Her infleence on & Charch emerging rom a penal
wistem of goverament, had far reaching signiicance,
boeh in hev country asd throsghout the English speaking
workd,
Those who came abier hev. performing misdoaary and
educational Lk o live continents. were oely able 0o de
s becwane of her phanmer ellorts, and those of her emibsent
oousin and comternporary, Fdesund Burke, leading states-
man, philosapher and member of the Bridsh Parfament
who crchestrated the lrish Relbed Acts which liest eased
the punithe Testrictions agaist Catholics. While Bheve is
e concrete evidence 30 show thelr collaboration, lnas-
twch an secrecy was e made of the times, Barke fre.
Quently in his correspondence and dealings with Catholics
n Cork, referved w the mportance of educetion as a
roranes 10 aid the Catholics in breland, U s abo extremely
wgrificant thar while his couin Nano was essensially
treakiog the law, o garmsing schooks, mothwting relgan
real, Burke's first Catholic Relief Act was 10 relense the
clergy and teachers from theeat of impeonment.

Barie and Nano atiended a hedge school together an
children s @ sheduered setting sear the ruins of & Nagle
cantle on the Blackwater River in County Cark. Dublin.
boen Barke, as was the cwmiton, followed My father's ex.
prewsed State religion, rather than that of his Cathalic
mother. Mary Nagle. Burke, however, spent much of his
Chibihood with his Nagle relatives In County Cork, and
hissorion Theman McKaighe, in The Mistory of the Life
ond Times of Edmund Burke, laaists St the hedge
school experience of Burke so provoked an infleence on
the famed statesman’s life. INa! urdess i s steadidy born in
wind, much of s histery aad poltical career & quite
wointelbgile. Fow historians, however, have ever dehwd
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Into Berke’s “Naghe™ connections, and the divine plan of
Nano Nagle.

Nano was boen st Ballygrithn, = the valley of the
Blackwater, bevween the modern towes of Mallow sad
Fermaoy. It wos om the Blackwater that noted Elsabethan
poet Ldmund Spencer, wrote The Foirte Queen, and
whose son Syfventer Speacer married an Ellen Nagle. An.
ather Naghe who achieved immaortabty was Lowely Kote of
Grenovefle. the Naghe beauty who nspired the Mcly.
saght poem. The Hemnessy lamily abo married nto the
Naghe lamily and its famows cognac wans firnt served is the
small vilage of Kilawsllen near the Naghe moundaim. The
Manded gentry Nagles bad been a prominest Norman.
Irish famiby, however, they shared the fase of all rish
Catholics, wallering usder the penal laws which were -
poved cn lredand bw espouning the Sosnrt came.

Oue of B leading members of the lamily wes Sir
Rchard Naghe, who served as Chancellor, Asorany Gen-
eral and Speaker of the Irnh Parllament at & period whes
Catholics were permitied 8o hold office. A leader In the
Jacobile movement, Sir Richard was istrumental in
Lertnging King Jarses 10 beland in the Stuart King's abort-
Ive attempt 10 regain the Eaglivh theone. Following defeas
against Willam of Orange focces at the Battle of the
Boyne, Sie Richard followed James B into exile, and
sevved an Secretary of State ot the Presesder King's coun
at St Germadn in Frosce, Sie Richaod paid the penalty for
his boyaley, Sorfeiting Dhomands of acres of famdly evtace
Lands aboeeg the Lamed Blackwater.

Althosgh eduecation was cutlawed for Catholics in penal
doys, it wan the practice of many Irih families 10 send
their childeen 8o the continest (0 schood. When Nano and
hoer sister Ans bocame of age they west 10 France and
sperd seaddy 10 years, there they were latroduced to the
prominent conters of nflusace In Paris by thetr cousiaa,
who were among the sumwross remnants of lrnh lamiies
wervinng s the malitary and other sigaificant posts. Nam's
Biest bographer, De. Coppinger, wrote in 1794, thar “she
was ntroduced into (he maont bedliant chrcles of the fash-
ooable metropoktis, even 3o the cowrt of Loaks X\™ Hat
Iredand wars never (e bom her though,

The deanh of her lather brought a chasge In lamily
chrcumasances, and she seturned bome from Paris 10 hey
mother 1 Dublis, where, asccoeding 0 Coppinger, she
was beought “lace 0 face with the religious and social
degradation of her people ™ Not havieg the means 1 1o
pait the rein, she wan desermined 2o withdraw from the
sight of it, Coppinger contends. She lelt Ircland and en-
rered & coovent cn the continent, however, she soon dis-
coverad her vocation ladd dsewhete As Patrich heard the
volces of Ireland wrging his reourn, Nano lewie was
reportedly hawried by the taces of Ireland's pooe sad ne-
glecied children. She loft the comvent and went 10 lve with
her beother in Cork city, keeping her plass to hersell, sot
eves sharing them, initlalhy. with her family.

Nano established her first schood in & mud cabin on
Cowe Lasw in Cork citg. where there were two earthen
Booe rooms, & gaevet and & thasched rool. Her Sest stu.
dents were 30 girks bom Penders Alley, Willow Lane,
Gould's Lane, Maypole Road snd Donovan Lane. Growing

"

sumbers of childeen soon clamored for admission, An-
wther cobin a Sew yards away from the fine school bome
wars then opened, alwo ot ber cwn expense. In a letier she
wrote oo July 17, 1769, she relaten, “in abowut rine months
| had 200 chibdten ™

I was only when a poor enthasiaatic parent approad hed
her brother begging that his (Nl be admitied 10 Nano's
school thae her refatives In Cark fiest lesrned about her
shent conspiracy agalest the penal laes, an action which
conld brieg arvest, deportation, o even death. MHeor lamily
soon joined i her eflorts, however, sepporting her finan.
clally, and her schools spread throwghout the estire clty.
Her first schools were for givhs, bt evennually she was
urged 10 also establinh schonds for bogs.

Nans's ke schools were patterned afler the “petite
ecodes” bor the poos childeen In France, which convisted of
privase dewllings. The children were taught 10 read the
Dowal catechinm, 1o write and do simple arithmetic, The
girh were alvo sniiudted in lace making, sewsnig, mending
ard twedlework. domestic  accomplishmests providing
them with a means of earsing a lving, one of the carliest
oty i adern thmes 1o Bherate women.

Her schools wwre ot enosgh for Nane, however, and
whe sought out the sick and the poor throughout the iy,
vhiting the alleys, lanes and quays of Codbe where pubdic
Tepgherse was allmost unkonowns. 11 was sald these was st »
single gacret In Cork city that she did not vislt or did not
Avow her. She established a home for aged and destituie
women, providieg for reduced howecholders, widows and
other victims of poverty. Whea sbhe had depleted her 1o
sourcen. she begged i the streets, soliciting money from
wwaltby merchanits.

Her eflorts moved athers and with Nano's help, o mills-
et samed Theresa Mulally of Deblin, started a scheol
patterned after thow In Cork, 1o bring education to the
poor <hiidren on the North bank of the Liffey in Dibdin. A
Dublin viniioe 8o Cork ot the time was repariedy aston
Iwhed upon lirst mecting Nano Nagile, the aristocratic
beauty who once graced the salons in Park. The vislior
wrote In 1775 “there entered » hofle elderly woman with o
shabby silk cloak, an old hat turned up, & solled dark
cotton gown, asd a cosese black petticoat dabbsled hall.
way and dripgping wet —for 2 had rained heinily.™ A shesch
ghven of her by Dr. Coppinger, which lnspived the poet
Gerald Geithm 10 <ol her “The Lady with the Lantern,
eI e,

How ofien have we somm bt passing wilh saendy com-
pavsioe throwgh the rigen of every wwasn bo leed be linde
Bock. Mow olen have we soen her alber & wall spert day,
retsrving o the darkoness of the night, &rigplag with rale,
wiaghed & the cromd, meving thosghthdly along by the
Lawvt gibmvmseriong of & wiwts hed loviera, withholding bom
hersel o thin manner the necessities of 1le 30 advabsbie
the comslort of & s others.

Nono was the sole sspervisor of her schools from 1755
#1771, which e managed alone with the help of paid
teachers, Chvil swthorities made no attermpt 10 inderfere
with her work, which they reportedly locked o0 as & phil
anthropic experiment of an armabde Lady of & goosd Lamidy
Although they were saare That relighos Instrnuction was



conmductod in her schools, they felt her efforts had an over-
all beneficial effect on the surmerom children who had
previounly wondered teough the streets of the city. The
Ascendancy of Cork, thaes, sdently showed appeecianion

It was concern for the comtinuity of the schooks that
motivated Nano to establish them os a more permanent
barsin, 30 that they misght endhre following her death, She
whiimaicly decided 10 use mum 80 carry on her schools,
however, there were no suss avalable v beland. There
were seme Domiodcans who Bved adonsg the banks of the
Boyoe In a2 mud cabin, asd In Dvogheds. Some Carmel.
tew also were known 2o Sve singhy o in pairs i the Wil
hages of Connaught, bt no one dared 10 wear & religious
habit, and 1 was undaafd for persons 10 call themsehes
s

Nano therefore negotiated with the Ursubines i Pachs 1o
attend her puplhs, and thus estabiished e Irish Urse-
linen, bullding them & comvent in Cork with money vhe
inherited lrom family interents sbccad. The entire ar.
rangement was condudcted clandestinedy) and the Unadines
arvived by ship, wnder cover, although the ship's manifest
indicated « "o passengers, only ballast ™ It was with gres
secrecy that the imported shers moved Laro thelr Comvent
in the maddie of the night,

The Ursubine coder, however, 8d not watirely (it nio the
devign of Namo Nogle, insamuch as they were bosnd Sy
thelr comanution 10 enclosare, aed could ot go ot Inlo
the streess 10 vislt the sick and The poor aad instruct them
I thelr homes. Thus, when Nano could not fellil her goal
within the framework of that coder. she formed another,
The Sisters of Charttable lontrecsion of the Sacred Heart
of Jesan, and at the age of 57, oo December 24, 1775, she
hersell sock her vows i & nun

Approval of Nam's oew religionns bundation prevented
someshat of & Glemma 10 the Vatican, however, lnas-
much as the parsult of Catholicim was denied the lrish.
There were many questions 1o be delberated In Rome,
guations coscerming what form a religious revival cosld
or should take in Iredand. Thos, it wes some 20 years
following her death before the new ceder won appeoval,
under a sew name, The Sisters of the Presentation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary 'inal appeohation was not granted
until April 9, 1805, by Pope Pias VII

Nano's sflocts were nstumental in che sszabBishmest of
the Preventation Berothers, who aivially stafled her
schools for boys and which grew into the Chrhtian Beoth.
ers headed by gnathes Rice. The Siaters of Mercy, the
Laegest women's relgious foundation, lhowise, was pat-
teenod alter the nule of Nano Nagle by Catherione McAwbey,
who was a Prosentation nen when she founded the Mescy
oeder, which becamw kaown as the “walking sisters” be-
come they were not confised 80 & clobvier. There are
maverments cartently underwoy foe the cancalration of
Catherine McAsley, lgnathes Hice and Mary Alenhead,
founder of the biwh Sisters of Charity. There & Miewine
wveppont for others reveved among the Irish, incleding Man
Talbot

b was Nand Nagle, however, who plooeered the rekin-
ding of & religiouns moverment which set the stage for
reviving the Charch in Ireland. Nano's schools speend

Booughost levland n great mamber, expanding first 10
Klarney, Waterford, Kilkensy When the schood was it
aed n Clomael, there were 500 children on the solls
withen a short theoe and 500 adudts for eveniag imaruction
In Galwary. a Breabfast Imstitute was conducted for starv-
g <hildren, and in later yeans, during the lamine, the
Prevwentation Shaers were o daidy shebter for childeen who

Soon, religioms coders fram the continent rebui
schools in lrefand, and other ivh relgious cederns wers
founded. The ik women’s relighous movement gave
wornen the cpporteniny to wiline thetr talerts and abilities
in admnbar azion, management, teaching. ering. soctal
work and In other areas where hare was & need for serv-
ke.

In analpning the sucoos of Nano Naghe's schools lor the
poce and thewr infuence as a forerunner of nationsl educe-
thon, M s necessary 1o look at the political cecummiances
thae forced the exgeviment of public edecation vpon gon-
et State supported schools sech as the Charter
Schools in Iredand had heresolore been those of proselysis.
Ing societion, which Nana's schools sltimately forced the
vate to disown. laguiries were conducied Ingo education
I Ircdand and Ngh prake was expressed for the Presenca-
thon schoods, When the British ultimaicly sought 4o extab-
Sah a nacosaloed schood satem. rather than appeopoale
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expesdinares 10 create & sew watem, they merely estad-
Ished a state program of selnidiced support aad manage-
weat of the exnting denominatonal schools. a patters
found In naticaal schooks thesughost the encre Common-
wealth,

While education has seemed » minor lsoe o many
hissorians, it nonetheless was central 8o the huture of Ire-
lend. The brish had always possessed & grest sense of
scholarship, from the days of the baedic schools of e
Calts to the efforts of Irish monks 10 heep knowbedge alhw
during the dark ages. Uducation, moreover, was an im-
poctant lactor in the emancipation of Ireland. The Catho-
Be educotion question, in fact, wes regarded by Patrick
OF arrell as “of paramonnt impoctance to Angls Irnh re-
atiom” The expanded schools for the pooe became a
powerful weapon for Catholbc bshops. Education net only
proaided the Irinh Meeraechy with a vital tood which gave
them political clout, but also becamne » key factor in Brlt-
b concessions % The church and the Church'’s conces-
shoes 10 the Britiah,

The significant relagionahip of Edmund Berke with the
clergy s, Whowise, one that grew out of Burke’s invalve
mest o education and In Catholic Rellef logislasion.
Burke's influence with De. Thomas J. Hussey, whom bhe
vapported as the lirst president of Maymooth, mast also be
recogeized, in that & was Dr. Hussey who lssend the edict
fordidding Catholics to send thelr children 1o schools that
Ingerided tuewr farth. The school movement ako peovided
the kmpetes and climate for the infisensial rise of Daniel
O’ Cornell and help set The stage bor the monster meetings
which ulsmately led 10 Catholic emancipation i 1835,

Moreover, lallowing massive immigrason to the Usited
Saates, when It was deerned necessary to establinh a sepe-
rate Catholic parochial school syatem In America, It was
the Irinh priests who were the most eaxperwnced i educa.
mon and therelore ook the Jead In importing Irish e 1o
America 10 develop the parochial school sntem. The
schools, hospitals, clisics, orphanages and ofher Inating.-
tons statled by nens brosght significant prestige and in-
Buence o the Socesan laders, thes enabling the Irish
clergy to untmately assume control of the mission church
n America.

T J. Walsh's scholarly Sook Nano Nogle and the Pre-
sevciation Siaters (1959), decuments the Me and achiove-
ments of Nano Nagle and portends that she wes called "10
herald » movement of relighous and sockal recovery al a
e when the Ithh poople were leaderhom and con-
demoed 10 poveryy”.

Aihough Nano's work aad that of her cousin Edmund
Burke offered Fighteenth century sohitions 3o Fighteenth
cevanry problems, many of the same problems are sl
with us today. It was In 1741 that the Bishop of Cloynwe
deplored the glaring gap between the rich and the poot, a
wyoeplom which later coused Edmund Barke 10 sefer 1o
the Ascendency class of his day a "3 sort of colenial
garrson 10 keep the nathves i sebjection”.

Hissory has a way of repeating ltsell in the manner
which society respoads to the plight of the npoverihed,
and the chartvma of Nane Nagle of Cork city con be soen
among thitd genwer ation e Americanss serving in parsh
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ministries $or the poce, the bungry and the homeless, par.
Scipating n overnight sheliers and ia such peograms
e Washington area as SOME S0 Ovhers May Ean
Christ Home, Harvest Howse, the MHowse of Ruh and
coundesa ofhers, eaninng the burden of those Saplaced by
enemrployment and the economic cruach.

This contisuity of charlema was demonstrated, lhke-
wise, In the Sisters of Mercy decision o sell ity mother-
house = the alBuent Washington suburbe of Potomac,
sad 10 share the profits of the sale of its generalate with
the poor, to nance a Shelier the Homeless program — the
McAuley Iostitete, named for the founder of e s
House of Mercy in Dublin,

A Nas's Network program Is also encosraging others
10 open thelr homes 50 women in tramition who are In
distressed clroumstances. Offering Fendship and oul.
reach services 1o clder women who are alone, lonely and
unable to Snd safe aflordable housing, Nano's Network s
named for Irdland’s paroness of the peor, Cork City's
Lady of e Lassern, who was immortalized in the poem of
Jerome Koy, NANO NAGLE:

Lanes ber hem touched were cured of hopelessnmss.

Her cloak was motherskint that cuddied crowds;

Her lamo
Beowght Me 10 minds . . .

Bettie McNomara Fretz, whose grosdmether wos @
Nogle, s a freedance wuriler and public relotions conswl-
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St. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE

LCDR & M. Bosan C. Hand & Presion
Matt & Flo Hasnon
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Joo, Kathioea, Kelly & Pt MoGinness
L & Mrs. Michael McKeana & Vieginda
Marge & Jimn McMabon

The McNaly Family
Charles B. Moore

Pat & Ao Marphy
Rabbi & Mrs. F. Natkin
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19
1.

12
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14
15,

16,
17.
1L 8

Parade Line Up as of February 14, 1984

D.C. Metropalitan Palice
D.C, Police Chief Mamrice 1
Parner, v

MHonerable Marion Barry
Mayor of e Dinrict of Colame:

lea

Happy S Patrich’s Day bnh.
Avver s sor Clads Haswres

The Grand Marshal Cyil
Comnt M Cormach

Honor Guard MBuary Derict
of Wanhington

Guasd L1 S MHonor Guasd Uity
U.S. Army Marching Plateon
I US, Ialaniry O Guard, e

Maeyer

U.S, Nevy Coremmind Guard
and Macching Usi

U.S, Marins Corps s
Gusrd, Coremmonied Guard andd
Morchiny Unk

U.S. Alr Force Marching Uae
sond Cobur Gaand

U8 Coast Guard Drill Toam
US. Coont Geard Precism Dulll

S4. Johns Regimenial Band
100 Memnbwrs, Gt Conta, IN.

]

eCor
Fire Ohiedl Theodore Cole-
man Washiagion D.C Fire

St Patrich's Day Gael of he
Year Dy Codly O
US. Park Police Police Ched

£

Jobwr D, Mowe
IrtsbrAmerican Cleb of D.C.
Pres. Tom Keans and IAC
Marching Merndsers

S Petrieh’s Doy Mloat Spon-
wwed by the Irnh Arnerican Chd
ol Wanhingpon, D C
Potowmark Anclonts File
and Drum Corps Weniina
181 contmy Contumes from
Aslagion, Virgirde

5.

26.

’,.

3.

3.

16,
1.

12,

14,

DL, Fae Dopt, Emerald So-
clety Marching Unk, Prosident
Jow Heady

Pegey O'Nelll ADCR.G,
T Dasscors annd Thee Claddagh
Hing el Band

The Calvent Clowns Spon
vored by Kabghin of Columbun
Comncll TR Caboent Conmmny,

Moy band

The Bishep Hoban NS,
Band Marching Argents 123
Members o Wilkes Bacre,
Pa., Ldward A Bikchards, Divex:
e
Dabigren Div. US. Naval Sea
Cadet Corps 150 Member Lo
" Navy baelBpstn s

S Patrich's Day Flost Sgue-
sited by e OFNell Conpatation
Maryland Medieval Merce-
wary Milidie Marihimg Ut
Cuntnrmes
Anhenser-Busch
Clhydesdale Morees

Willam T. Hasson Mandal of
Dvtsbon I} U

Springbrook Migh Schoel
ROTC, Machiag Uit o
Sihver Spoing, Manylacd
Bishop O'Connell M5,
Marching Band Latayetre
dachoaon. Dwrecror

A0 Virgials Stste Board
and Divistens Not. Dv James
4 Herbdy

AOH, Virginks State Board
Basser, State Ofcers, Preskienw
Pl M_Fanerny

AOMN. Stste Rossd-Com

Poge Jobha X0 LS. Band
and Deill Toam Clake M. Muh-
cher. Divecsns, Sparsa. N J

St Patrick’s Day Ploat Spon-
sived by Phe Tomac hdimen Ol
AON. St Brendan's Dive-
shon 11 Marching Gronp, Press
dent Acthar T Grtondey

AOM. Si. Beendan's Divk
shon 71 Lads subary, Presd
el Mawry Fammerty

Drwm Corps 55 Members hom
Bechley, WV, Karen Fame.
Dorector

A0, Jeda Dowd LSMC

Divislon #1 Marching Goowp,
Predens Milse Taman

16

17,

(LS

"

3.

-

AO N, James Dooley Divk-
sbon #1 Maschimg Usit,
Prosadena Tavke Mo v
AN, District Board Prevs
dest Fravk T Hevhent

AON. COMO Joba Barry
Divisbon 11 Mavihing Gossp.
Peesident Job Flanagan and
The Barry-Brendan Carvagh
Chebs of Avnapodin, Maryland
Ml Notl Capinnd Park Police



6. Miah Northern Al 50 March I&MMMM 6. Oahview Sehool Exhibi

vy Meatea 130 Mesabers from Albocns, Pa Sonal Activities Clab Usiy
7. Se Padeh's Day Most Spen- dober K Seans. Dirocss e, tumeblers. gym wheeds and
soved by Auoer Fatr, ., fhbhbhnn“n.:m wik ealbeny
K. Vernon Towsship Migh " iraditienal Irinh costumes, 7. The Theeepenny Bit bae. lrish
Schaal 'OMN:S ilﬂuh;i H-n-ll.“&-h.m Horse Drown Cant
" Vet . Davd CMM.I.‘&..
Morse Show Clowit Arabian Pasy 9. Pink Panthers 50 Marchers
e R s umm““"c" wrarieg sk and white cos
19, Washinglon l.::o.. Cat 1952 Porce Ao Owner. Tod P
Latger than Libe Cot Costume Dveas 19, American Legion Post 86
1. Wdll-)a-co”lcbm of 26. ':“'-*hoo: C-'l-:
Irish 150 Memsbers in : fesabers ﬁ":“ ' 11, Yousr LYY
Dn--d-. : : bom Fors - Coeners h:::."
~ cant
12, Senevs Valley Migh School 7. Eagleeites Mujorenie and 1Z. Astique Car 1929 Ford
ROLC. From Gaitherdourg. Drem 'C“Ot:: “ "lonbon M.‘.cﬂ..-(nl::ﬂ
My aen sy Slack covtumes C. Y
(BB MMMM* I8, Almas ".“. Shrine ol 15, w..‘ H.s Yorvhor
Townphe 26 Antuper Cars drivn D.C. Marchion Unit with o, Band Mermbers fom Phiips.
by Hagervbmas mevibeds Chowns, mini ssetors and Merse Mg NJ., wvering Sostihh
I&Goqno.uhho:‘l;. Patrel, EN. Sacnders, S, Dy wnlorman, Dendd Acer
Band From Frederch, . i Bach, Duecsw
Thatnan £ Slbnan. Direcior 3. Kene Tomple Motor Corpe T4 Ascension Youih Growp
15, Aatique Car 1936 Pachard Harkey Dantdocm Masoroystes Clowns 17 Member Closer L
Sports Compe Owner Dr. 2 ".Wh&m Brows Shver Sowing, Maryland, J
o Sehevu s Deece Group Grtwon a0 A. Royce. Divecsars
16. Antique Lincola Con IS5 c.-....nnuue-n
-:..o-ww D C.8A, ul‘v-::mh.
on h......“mh. Dinsbon Condoderate Ol wndhaan
17, Aatique :“ 1929 Modet % D Unt = with  darsedrawn covered
A" Owvar Warig
I. Migh Poist Migh Sehool Sepas
LLE u.u-nmm M-A.". 10
Band 10 Puce Band and Five ;f"hc_'"""‘;""“" ”‘2;,...“,5......
ok from dhe ahdoss Casballe 3. The Michas! Smith Rince No 17. Wosdey the Out Agricunure
19. Astigee Car 1930 Lincols - [y ™ Spvied
Sports Phacton Owners d::“"" - Couumee. I8, Smokey the Bear Agicubue
20. L. Dentboy's Macchers and ’ lh“&"o::‘. Syrn- Sqvnbrod
W-mw &M‘.Muh 19 M“‘*..w.p‘-
by N, Bevabey's Kestanwant and “ummm, M‘M\m-ﬂ.
Babury i LT e— $ and gueen wntborms, Bar
20 NLMM'SM\!!- T Dbrerter bara A Neses, Disector
Schood Dvie” McManen, 20. Foggy Botem Cloggers Fre-
- = Y > chios clogging Teass, Joha R
d ‘_ r‘l" |LL Py L Jf M M
[ ] 4 -— || POSITIONS —— 2 l-..u:t-h.scs-du
\ ” - ‘s ] SENES / s
— ”_J 174 | [ sod Marching Socieny, lnc.
2 SN rmo—s ~l A Masching Ui S Shalebagh
t. i towsr b r~ Iy , . / American Troned Chid
~ - - . m*m
,I \ (é‘ L ” g ?'--‘-.‘ /1' mtﬂ‘mﬂ
= i \ “~— “
— U s L T = iy e 23, S0 Pasriek's Doy Flost Spcn.
® | 1 W7 wered by the U.5.0.
. J _J.l_ ) ] / ] 24, hmm
4 © § ° . -8 i e
‘ | ,3""“_1 ofl - y 5. Keights of Colwmbus COMO
' - ‘s — . '—.;[ — | J‘.:‘-'Annu‘:Cd-
N 'L 1 — | N 26. Paul Jumior Migh Schesl
— S —— - u”“-nmyd-
@ REV EWING STAND o and black setborms. Gaen.
@ BUS PARKING fobym A, Basbey. Direcor

[_
i
]

Iy
i
z
£
i
l

P;{;{ ;&C‘.( ’

-



GAELIC GAMES CENTENARY

Dr. Jim McCabe

Special cedebrations are being conducted throughow
eland thin year %o commemarate the founding of the
Gaele Ao Association (GAA) o Tigperary in 1554
The GAA, from ity headguarters and nadtonal stadium s
Croke Park, Dublin, coganiies, supervises and promotes
Garlic Games, sspocially the two anciest nasiona! games
ol Hurbng and Garlic Football, for all the 32 counties of
keland. From a humble boginning, the Asmociation has
proved phesmmenally succmahd. boavting up 0o 3 000 of
Mllated chebs, and s aow rated one of the most MNghly
orgealoed amateur sports socketies in the world

On the st and Sed Susdas of September cach yean,
the GAA holds its Hurling and Gaelic Football “saper-
bowh™ i both minor and sendor competitions —the AR
eeland linals. These games regresent the cimax and cul-
minathon of the sk sporming year. For each Ninal abow
BLOOO excited, cheeving Lans congregase in Croke Park
As partiean termion mounts, the sendor teases, o coatrast-
g colors, are bed in parade by the lamous Astane Bogy'
Band. over the emerald green sward, past the lagawming
hosts in the Cusach, Nally and Hogan stands, 8o cemder
Dheld for e formad imtreduction of coptaing. Thes lor » lew
memarable moments the crosd talls silens, and rising 10
lace the orange, white and green flag, berst leso Ml
throesed singing of the National Anthem. With the dying
sounds of the mnic, the stands reecho o thunderous
cheers of support Before the rederee sarts the game. All
this thne, Michaed OMelie. Irdland’s best known sports-
caster conveys, through rado and television, ol the color
excitement and glamose of the grean cocasion 16 comntiess
homus throughost the land.

3 s appropeiate however, 8o recall thet the GAA' road
10 saccews was long and arducus, and 10 give & bebel hin-
torkcal backgeround For Mee our national language, trads-
thomad rrusic dmd art, our games are major repositockes of
ot nanosal hevitage and the GAA plaved & magor rode in
the struggle bor national ndependence. The Staosses of
Kikeray n 1367 prohibited e Norman setders from
plagteg MHurling as thelr Gaeliclaation effect was foared
Durisg the 1798 Rising, the Ieih leaders, Hope (o Bolfine
Protestast) and Lord Edwsed Fitagerald, weged the pro-
mothon of Gaelie games. Following the fathure of the 98
Rining asd evdorced Unbon winh Ueitaio, national feelings
became Increasingly Seprossed. Then, jeat as Davis, Mi.
chal and the Young Ireland Movement of the early 1810s
were beginning 10 revive patriotic spirits, the wort trag-
ody of all striach < the Great Famioe (18441845 By the
stant of the next decade, 4 million of the country’s 8 mil.
oo popedation vasished, Owedall had died and the re-
mainer esigrated, malaly 0o the Uniied States, A demo-
ralized and fearful nasion was thus il fsed 10 sappaont the
ltemed and Uidated Smith-0'Beten Rebollion of 1848,
The Ferdan Riniog of 18567, while comidered a lalbare, sall
marked a vigorowm rooting of & small bul lmportant inde-
perslensce moaveent

At this time, & new Interest in the study of ancient Trish
culture began %o develop, though with & mainly antiquar
fan slant. This wes sypified by the growth of sechasclogh:
ol sochetes and wan fudded by & new Inderest in the stedy
of Celiie coliume, emanating from the European continent.
Thes, & new pride I lriish games and pastimes, gencrally
coupled with an ansicolonial feeling 1omands Bloish.
wpossoeed sports, led 10 the founding of the GAA In 1884
with the aim of loatoring Gaelic games and athletics. Sis
multaneously, succowmes were achiewed bty the Land
Leagee n regaiaing cwnenbip of thele lasd for the Irish
poopie and in 1893, the Gaclic League won entablished to
boster e Irinh language.

The GAA, o the start, was viewed by the British
mathorithes as sulbversive and its activisies were Closely
monktored by the police. Mowever, despite nitial difficul.
thes, the Association grew from strength 10 strength, pow-
red malnly by a gemuine native Inlerest In the games
which satalied, Secugh keen local and national compet)-
thom, the insale lrinh plessure in participating s tough,
manky sports. Obtstackes 10 the advancement of the GAA
were not confined 10 the antagonkm of the authorities;
the Pross adso virtually excleded coverage. In addition,
prestigiowm, exbanive schools, frequented by the betteroff
Catholics, had a contemptuoss atthode towaeds the
games, which they largely excladed in lavowr of regly and
hochey. On the other hand, the games had the wide.
spread swpport of the ardinary people and they were espe.
clally promaoted by Ohwistian Brothers” and Diocesan Col.
leges. The GAA, also, In an overprotective fashion against
thane obatacies, banned ity menbers from playing or sep-
porting rugby soccer or hockey This controversial ban
was removed ondy In recent times.

Herbing s mch older thas Gaelic Foorball, with s
othgin bost in the mists of e 11 s ernburined in anchent
foldore, as exemplified by the geeChritian Red Beanch
Knights Cuchulain Saga where e boy, Setanta, con.
froated when retuming late to the King's Palace by
Cullen’s mighty wolibound, slays the waichdog by striing
the shothar (ball) wieh b hurley straight indo lis throat,
To make amends, Sctanta assumes the sow same, Cu-
Chvalain (Hound of Cullen), and becomes Cullen’s guards-
man. The Asnals of the Four Masters in the 1 21h contwry
describe the quinguennial Tacheasn games, nchuding
Hurling sad Gaelic Foothall, held near Royal Taea in Co,
Meath. We saw carller where the Statutes of Kilkenswy In
1367 peoncribed Hurling. Gaslic Football s st men-
woned i the Journal of the Berna-Celtic Sockety i 1712,
descring » game between Meath and Loeth played M
Slane near the shores of the Boyne.

Moders Hirling and Gaelic Foothall teams e com:
prmed of 15 ployers, & goale, six defendens, two mid-
Selders and six forward players. The plich & 140 yards
Bonn) by 54 yards wide and the crosbar is 8 feet high. An
wnder <rosshar score gales three polets, an over crombae




Ot potnt. Rurming with the ball is lmined 10 throe steps,
so the game emphasices high catching, accurate pusiing,
passing monvements and sidestepping. While showlder
tackling s allowed. dolding or groending s disaliowed
and the games sov generally rechsned to be ameng the
st plasical. Two halves of 35 mintes cach are played
wih 1o stoppage perrmitted aceps hoe sethoun ijaries

maMmmmummm
which is thoroughly amasess and has four thers of asthor.
iy, Fiesthe the Contral Council, headed by an rlected
Presidens, conducts the overall allaire of he Assoclation
through a small permanest sdminierative stall {usder the
authority of the Divecsorc-Geseral) at Croke Park, Sec.
oody, the elected Chalrmen and County represestatives
of the Connache, Lednster, Mumsier and Ulster Provincial
Cowncils conduct regional affains. Thisdly, the Chadrman
and oflicals of cach of the 32 Coanty Commitioes condect
county allairs through dechdon-making a1 monthly meee-
ngs. Fownthly, cach Clab clocts i Chaman and ofiicals
arsually o comduct local aflain, Typically, metion
passed by Clubs at amisal meetings In January are con-
Mdu-dc“mhfm These
motions proceed to ansual Proviecs] mevtings in Masch,
s readiness for the big asnual Cenprall Councll Conven.
thom, tradtionally held cach Easter Sunday.

The knack-out. inter.chub and inter couty <hamgpion.
ship gamen, held each year from Easter till Seprember for
wder 15 and under 21 agegroups and for Junior and
senior boamn, are the most competithe events. Primary

“WMM“MM
mﬂwmhhha“w.&ohuhq
wadithorm and are very keenly comested. There s a2 loast
v mapor park, well developed with stands and facilities,
n each coumty. Many clubs alio hove developed high-
clos grounds with other games and social laeilities, In-
cluding a lusge where many sporting events are dis-
cumed over & glass of Gulrmess.

Wk the excepsion of Australlon Reles Foorball, which
han & major following “down wnder” and which evolved
trom Gaee Toomall played by Irnd embgrants of the mad-
1%h centry, Gaelic games have nat spread outside Ire-
hﬂ.m.n’.amﬁdnkm“hhh
ergrants in fektain, and, 1o o deninishing extent, o the
Uslied Staten. However the Irnh nationsd champioom
have been making regudar boreign tours since the 19305 10
play exhidition games, The caly Abkeland Final ever
plaged oveside lreland was won by Cavan over Kerry in the
Polo growsds, New York o 1M7. Then, 2 U.S. team rep-
pesentod by New Yok, defeated Cavan in the League linal
in Dvblia In 1950,

mmm«mum.mm
e lmdﬁm.“dt&mhiﬁwm
and social aflales. M your hone the good forfune 1o be
poesens ar an Irish “superbost” iIn Septemder, you will
de.“m‘nmm«-
canbon,

Dr. i McCobe s Sexsor Education Plasner of the World
Bank,
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Wishes You A Happy St. Patrick’s Day

 The original Irish Pub in Bethesda

» Happy Hour 4-7 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 1/2 price drinks
« Fabulous Food—Eat In or Carry Out

* Open 7 days a week

Phone 654-6366
4824 Bethesda Avenue
Bethesda, Maryland




Get Your Irish Up—But Do It Right

by Pat Cady

N you are rumning s Irih Fels, coll, concert, baslooss,
hendrabver, parade, demomaration, meeting, Maws, serv-
e, dhaner, jamboree or jobiliee, set your Irish Mg wp, but
4o it right, No matier how groen, or Irik gour affair s, il it
s 20 be held b e United States, you should follow the
Untted States’ guidelines 30 displaging this coustry’s flag
with ather Bage. In this comntry, you can fy the Irnh Nlag
alone, any way you chooe, bt | am msuming you are
good Irsh- Amernican and plan 1o fiy Ol Glory with dhe
B Trcolour

The oficial Unined Stanes Flag Code nulen can be fosnd
in Public Lass: 77829 of 1942; 83.007 of 1953; 83-396 of
1954, and the Matent sovisions In P43 of 7 July 1976
Here are some of the standards trambated for most types
of Baplary
a) The Unised States Bag has the place of hosor en the

righet of marchers, speakers, presestatioos and o

orher Bagn
) When the flags of two nasions are displayed, they are

10 be Nown from separate stalls of the same helgh,

and the fags should be approsimately e same sire.

In Senes of peace, inmternational mage forbids the s

play of the flag of one sation abowe that of anather
€l When carried by marchers in & parade or procession,

the U.S. flag should be on the marcher’s sight and the

By Mag 5 the bedt of e
d) When displayed on a velicle, the Sags should be Bying

from a wall wih the U.S. flag on the right and the

lrmh Bag om the left side of the vehiche.

) Flags on Doats should be flown in 1he same manner as
ahaone, but may alve be displaged fla

i Ovce & display is st wp 1 & hoatre, chench, meeting

Toom o window, pul yoursell lato the middle of It and

look 1ouwned the andience, The US. fllag should be on

your right and the Irkh Bag on your left, sither on »
stall or om the wall

2} Wihe Bage are to be daplaped flar, hn around and
book at them. The blue Sebd and stars of the U S, flag
should be in the upper lefi-hand corner. The green of

e lrinh flag shosld be topemont i dinplayed vertically,

asd on the left ude, # duplayed hortsontally.

Ruden for Mying the ek flag in brelend are slmont e
thead 1o the rubes for fytng O0d Glory s this country. The
most soticable dillerence s that the US. flag is sever
Apped foe any occaion, while the ek flag may be
Apped 1o he Sacred Hont Guring religiom ceremanies, o
1 the doad during meminial cerermonies.

The Ieish Tricoloar may play second Bddie 1o O Glory
s country, but remembes, it is & national Mag sed
shoubd not be comidered al the same bevel a5 stase. Jocal
and argenisational Nags. There s o rule that ssates,

The ULS, Sag shondd be ot the comten and a0 the Mghewt

point of & group whea & sanier of Bags of siates or Socall-

Ben o pernants of sackties are growped sod dinplayed
from wialls

Numg with these standards for displaging the Nags,
Bave ave some “don'n" that apply 1o the US. Bag in this
country and 10 the Irish Bag in breland. The rules tha
apply 10 B Irinh Nag in Ireland should be respected here
a) The Bag whould never touch anytling beseath it -

groend, floor, waner or merchandise.

bl The flag should never be used a5 a decoration or drap-
ery~bestocned, draws back or op I folds. (BMamting s
used for s type of display).

) The Bag shondd sever have placed upon it, or attached
1o it soy mark, nslgnia, letier, word, Sgure, design,
pictere or draming of amy natwe .

) The floag should not be carried Mat, but abways aloft and
free.

By ol mveans, show your heritage and set the Irish Tik
colonr up along with O Glory. Treat them both with the
respect thay ave due and make sure the ULS. flag s ahusys
on iy own right.

Pot Cody s & froecdance photogropher who has photo-
graphed saey imgreperfy daplayed foge.
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A Poem for Same Pamick’s Deay

W o wom v

I v & bl potch of peen

That anys, @ oty of 30 5,

My people weve drmam ey e aasaer
Lot thewr k. thet oy,
Fomever bat v Longusge

Wha e b

A naove, 8 Joace, 4 ok,

A quick brightness of e wind o ok,
And dbo brnalex

And he Fauh

And wewtenes, 0 prremaw oveng haend
The Ssooding vendicsnemen we hold aghe,
The mormons tosdded corociencr

Todir, thew baes and Naes v G wadmaond
Therr sorange Jursh of padgmarar,

[hat mewher & ww bnow Far dose and mervos wum
All hbond. Ir s a St wio snid “Call e onee
Who newed b back on bedond *

And 20, 00 yom, my beothers in s Deond svangy bl
T you, wobey, | amy "l

Hgh Whammgnom

Thanks
to our
many

contributors!

SETON CENTERS
Special Education Resource Programs
available in the following schools:

St Agnes St. Louis

St. Joseph's  St. Philip's

St Leo's St, Bernadette's
St Ann's

Tutorial

Program-—
Bizhop Ireton High School

APPLEWOODS DOG CENTER

#1 MAN STREDY

VARGD T wOCs
0T AMATITY LALMEL. WO 20727

AOH Div. 1
Fairfax, Virginia

Arthur T. Grimley, Pres.




HAPPY SAINT PATRICKS DAY

Lmerald Soriety

D.C. FIRE DEPARTMENT

Joseph Mealy
Presidest

Jases Roilley
Ist Vice Presidest

Robert Barringron
2o0d Vice President

Cuy Moorman
Secretary

Frank Vise
Treasurer

Edvard Xelly
SRt. at Arms

MICHAEL E GrOLTON

8300 Seven Locks Ag.

Sethends, NO 20817
Phacve 4293412

IN THE MOST IMPORTANT CITY
IN THE WORLD
THINKS YOUL'RE IMPORTANT, TOO,

THE MOST IMPORTANT BANK l

he Miges Xatbonad Puak of Webingan, 101
Mesinor TDOC. Mamdwr Pediers] Bonerne

Happy St. Patrick’s Day
From

The Normandy Inn

(IRISH INNS INTERNATIONAL, INC.)
2118 Wyoming Ave.. N.W.
Washisgion, D.C. 20008
(202) 483-1350 (800) 424-3729




IRISH WOMEN: MYTH, LEGEND AND
REALITY

by Rona M. Flelds, Ph.D,

There's an lrish irosy In the proadmity of the days asso-
chated with St Patrick (March 17) aad St Joseph (March
19). The former salnt is well known as the patron saist of
Tecdand. The lanter, the patecn salet of Viegies has had e
peayertel allegance of Irhh women since the extirpation
of Celtichm from thelr island and B imposition of parl.
taninmn along with the sutjugation of that hlasd through
Brithh colomal lew,

Irish women of myth, legend and Celtic Matory Bave
had the most equable status of any Exropean women, but
e contemporany reality, in sharg cootrast, places thel
salary equity at the lowest of the FEC couraries; and thelr
pregnancy options are cosstitusonally dctated. If they
Bvw in the rural areas, Irish womes may aaticipate carlier
mociality han thelr Brish or American sivters becaune
e s particslarly hacder on rural women s leeland than
o0 thelr futhers, busbands and soem. They are also mare
Jely 1o migrate 10 the cities and emigrate 0o England oc
America than the men.

There s paeticular irony n the fact thae ¥ they lhe in
the nottheastern six cosnties of leeland, the last part of
the wland 10 give wp the anclent low and family system,
ey are Neely 10 have been imprinosed for thelr political
Beliels or actions. Except, during the pears 1916 through
1922, there were never 30 masy Irih women prisoners as
there have been Owosgh e past decade. Bat these
younsg womnen are aot tegalied as the reincarnation of he
Cedic women of myth and legend. lestead, they are res
viled o criminals becaue that defiaition has been im.
posed an thelr nationalam by the unique vystem of juris.
prodence through which native pesples under Briinh
cobordal rale have contomariy been presumed 50 be “loe”
and their poline al aspirations therelore astagonintic 1o the
ieinutions of bvw and order lmposed on them.

Besides the lopmdary foats of hivsorkc lrinh women
such as Maude Gonne McBride, Aane Deslin and Count-
e Markievicz ms soganisers of revolution, theve are the
wytbical queens of Wrelond «Maeve snd Macha whose
Seatn o love and lust are a8 pro@igiom as thelr sucoewses
i combat, drish history In myth and legend Is repetinhe
gemer atineg archeoypical mytha and virrrotypecal begends
The leadisg figures in these myths and legends are
Jeont as obten female, as i the mvessage echolng down the
comobsted cormidorns of Irsh Nstory, is the lmage of the
conquernd but urvangunhed sation Proof of it erasecen.
deat cowage s portiayed thoough these, the “genther”
ex.
Myth and reality in any estance will be Nely 10 @il
Som each other. The diflerence may be one of propoctions
or dogrees e, as o the Irah case, & & pasadoxical. The
mth ebodies the values of the sockety i regard 1o he-

man relationsdips, the supernatural and the Interacson
between the indhvidual and the natial world Mytha e
body the atirbunes credited 1 classes and categories of
poople. Thas, the myths smbodying lreland as & woman
amrates 10 women admirable cowrage; awirttual poser:
Mealnm; impiration; fertilty. perseverance. trariue aace:
wndom and tramcesdant beauty

M s ot sarpeining then, dhat in thelr adveroures the
mythical Irsh woman demonstrates & greaser range ol
atiribtes Than possitle 10 & woman In realiy. These
mgthical women, as symbols of lecland lnell o s acton
In the drama of valoes and belivhs are watrion, virgins,
harlots, ruders. leaders, religioms tpstics, connivers, tral
tors, hags, healers, and the embodiment of the demiged
ot the goddess Thiowgh whom rogad stases s conferted.

Comemporany reality s the 39% parky Irish women
Eace I thele pospncales and heir contisued statn an chat-
el whose Jogal renddency & determined by thelr s
band’s domicde. The contradictions are even more ol
oun when we combder (he Gfference In womes's states
wnder Brebon Law s lrefand whereln women enjoped
hagher status than amongst any European peoples then
and since, Contrast this with the status of women o kee-
Lland 1oday who have lower pacity and fewer rights than in
sy EEC country, o cooteant the Jegendary Countess
Markinvics aswemption 10 combat leaderslip and union
crganising with the realing Sor the majoriny of M women
of her own tme. They were, a James Connolly described
them, more likedy 10 be “Slaves of slaves ™

Jrish swyth and legend haue tied the late of the country
ltsel 10 the behanvtor of Irish women. Women have con-
quered, ruled and betraped their homeland. But Irnh real.
ity has not Beon Nnd 50 Irinh women. They have long
sullered Ngher rates of immigration, morbidty and moe-
by than thelr sisters in Fagland and most of wessern
Farope, In reality, e han been wry bard on the women of
breland

Perhags, we can, Seough sxamining some of the moee
paradonical status mave trace of paycho-historcal back.
ground 10 the contemporary dntortions that rame thelr
personal seabiy for lish womes

For Love and Lust

Gracka O'Malley, the plrale guoen of sivieenth centizy
Clase Island and Clew Bag, became a legendary Rgere in
her oun time. So remarkoble was her seputation, that
Queen Eltzabeth reguested a meeting with her. The Virgin
Queen wan »0 impressed wih this woman, who had ma-
ripudated the political and economic foetunes of her nland
theongh her various haabands, vors and lovers, thae Pl
abwth lound dervell somewhat pale n comparaon A con-




sempocary of Granda O'Malley, Ineen Duv O'Donsell (nee
MacDormell) wove the political fate of her countty
theough the fibors of her som., lovers and hasbands. I o
ine when women samed the fathers of their soss and
shared righes and responubilities egeal 10 thelr brothers
sad clrowmscribed cnly through class and tamilial bownd
aches, sha was descrited by the Four Master as “Jokiag &
man’s heart 10 & womans thought” She was knows for
bher selentiess hatred of the Engliah. Her valor and cun-
wirw) were behind masy of their defeats-both dplomaric
and combarive

Irinh womnen of myth and legend were sot subject 8 the
sogma of cut of wedlock pregnancies noe the humiliation
of abese and sbendenment. ¥ they were victiodend by
rape, they were nat dsgraced. nor webjected 1o question-
ing of thelr morads and modesty, noe of thelr sexual his
tory. The ragist was panhhied for his act.

Comtemporary reality places & doavy sigaificance on
women's sexualitg. There are two constitational articles
that prescribe and cosstrain thelr loves and hasts. Article
A1 of Biwreacht oo Mikeasn (Comstitation of Ireland)
mandates the priority of women's household
thes ok their biological dewsioy by stating that:

oo the State recogeises that by her Ble within e
homve . woenan gues 16 Mhe SAate 8 vapport withunst which
the common good Canmst Ine achioved.

The State all therefore endeavor 1o sasse that moth.-
won bl o e obliged by economi ae sty 10 rngage
e b e neghect of Shele Sutbes b the home. Artiche 41,
2l ad 22)

Despite the concern expressed herein for el eco-
POMAC Swpport, womes were not allowed 10 receive the
Children's Allowance untll about ten years ag0 abler the
publication of the Heport of the Commission on the Status
of Women Report, 5o Misister for Finaace, Dublin, the
wm-lmmﬁnmd&om
nequities that gave brish women lower viatus than women
n any other EEC country. Recemtly, a comstitaional
amemdment recogeiced the egual right 10 Me of the
mother with that of her fetus.

The Ulster Cycle

The Ulster cycle s the name spplied to the growp of
tales and legends that Is the aldest cycle of talies In Irish
Srevature, antedating the other famom anclest Iriah oy
che—the Ferdan Tales —by some conturies. Look at the
storkes of Macve and the cattle raid and of the Ulster
Queen, Macha, whose deress in advanced pregnancy
when she was made 10 race against stlt borses, resulied
In the incapaciiation of the men of Uliter when Maeve
niered thelr proviece 10 kidnag the beown Sall of Uloer.
Only Cuchadain, whe was not born in Ulster, was able 8o
fiaht the lnvaders, The dnorder that assacked the Ubster-
men was Macha's curse of usmanimess whenever thel
property won under attack. Thus, enly Cuchudain, who
want 50t Boen in Ulster could defend the Ulvter ball against
the eaids of Quenn Macw's looces.

A pwpchodynamic imerpretation of the Ulkaer eyche re-
veals Cuchelain s the embodment of e sruggle 1o
debeed mascubniyy, agaiest (he superransanl powers of

women 1o emascdate him. He unkaowinghy lathers a son
(the weakness of the male parest sywbolised by his uncer-
tainty of paresthood In contrast with the use woman
mmdu«mumm-h-
b in battle. 1o his biner dewpale, he hates ol wossen.
Finally. he bn drbvon lnsane by the sight of naked women.
mmmdwummh.mu-
arvos of & chub, but by the realiny of the woman's Sody,
Could this tale have provided the ragosale for Ireband's
firse minogynisee?

Om the other hand, bt guite in hewpiag with the view of
the woman an having wpernanral powers and bee (hoice
apency In matters of politics and love, we find Queen
Macve She st have boen the enmdbofiment of the ideals
held by contemporary femmbsbsts. She made i chear o her
Wuumhm.mdu
wars) that her states would be no less than his. She had
et royel position apart kom her marriage since she wan
the bewt warrtor of & king's fowr daughvers. She selected
hev hashand rather, than B other way arcund. She
picked him, she sald, becane he was generom, fearkess
and not jealows. She requiced sach 3 mate becaese &
mmﬂm“%hh«.—m'
MMMM&-M&&M
She required o fearless hushand because sbe hersell was
uusuw.mmmmn
Caene she habitually ook one lover afler asother and had
no ntention of changing bher habin.

MMMM&MWMM
teflecied the equal statun of men and wemen ender
Brehon Law and in & society in which sexuality was nel-
ther a Bushing nor persographic ssatier,

Sadb, the daughter of Duschan Ua Briaks, was oele
brated for her beauty and geservosity became, it was said
of e hat she had children by fowr great kords in three
Gferent provinces, She was writien up is the Bonshencas
IMdMD-WMMMNl’m
Sover of her class *

Then there was the later Quoen Macha whe was red-
wwumm“.mw.m
king with her lance and when he sow her his soul west out
8 her. He disclaimed bin bove and desire for marriage but
when he tried 10 embrace her, Macha bound Ms hands
with willows saplings She lefl him bound asd Melplews asd
Mﬂn“bm*mm*-«‘ﬂnm
u‘u“h-ﬁwhhﬁmww
10 him and decame hin beide.

Mmmmabhndwmumm
for their passive qualities. They were celebrated for the
Wiathee, power and isdependence.

Later Irinh poets descrided another view of women. I
the Alding, or dream poems, Ireland s & passive, beset
female swoiting her deliverance, Mer savicor s, of cosrse,
the male poer.

History and Legend
As far back as the thind century, when the Celtic women
uﬂmdwuulN-My
reputation b thelr powsr, Hasahal peociaimed 1o his
Bephons, as they marched into Baly, that it would be coly

n



ﬂumdhwmﬂuﬂ
be allowed to pass through these lands. In the reaty
m.mum-‘uc‘u—
“‘M'...lﬁ-m&nqﬁ.u
lenw 10 The chasge of the Celts it shall be layed before the
Celtie women” The Celts believed i avdaciy snd coes-
*-dumnt.t““t-h-
midable foes 10 wouldbe conquerers. Putting women
down I the Mish remnant of anclent Caltic sockety would
be tanamount 5o kmposing a ssbminatve, shave mentality
o0 O whole race. This self-ideal and Meal of women wes
hm“unﬁmde
Irinh “Sodles” of the middle and upper clasurs.

Even during the middle ages. Irch women were sot
Nemined 10 & narrowly defined domestic role. The Norman
women ook 10 the feedom thelr native Irish shsers pos-
sevund and took many and varied roles in the economic
uw&am—‘mmm
rian, Ketherise Simma, notes Dl

Al & tere when the morals of the lrwh Charch were ot 2
tow obh, we Bnd the bNabop of Adeagh's conivbine,

Katherine OFarrch, setalving chanch property sher Ne

dearh oo Seball of hersel and hir son and refaing

deliver wp wven D eplacopal 1ing % e primate of Ae

Observantise Franciscans. The wife of Rualdhrt
Mo Swveny. tord of Fanad, set aa cuttanding exsmple of
phety .. . and the manser of ber deah, aber viclary over
the devil and the world was In the habll of the Fam of
m-ummawuw
Katherine Stevms, Wormen by irish Society, 3. 30

It was the imposition of English Common Law that mat
ubw.t“dhhumhhh-d
property rights, but destroged the last resnants of Celtic
cultere in Weland asd the concombiant Drddic feminnm
that even Christianiny had not eliminated, The Celtic wor.
siip of the Mother of the gods, inmtead, has been replaced
with Mariology i 1he bellef that sbe ingerveses in human
alfaies and visis Bhe sations Ia her care. Significansly
encagh. Protestanthm rejects Marnology, bet. conternpo-
rary Irsh pecoestant mem, theough the rituals of the
mmmm.udumw
thelr professions of koyalty to Quews Mary of Orange. This
carry-over from the WatoricaBy most loeglined Celiac peo-
*mmmymmmuu
does tene el 1 Inedand.

Ireland’s goddesses went undet ground $or several cenns-
ries after the impositicn of English Common Law. The
sebterzancan myth and value system occasionally e
denced Ity continsity In folk custoam and bellefs, We see
thelr re-emengence quite dramatically in the Gaelic re-
vival of B late nineteenth and carly teentieth century
that preceeded and lald the lundations loe the poliscal
movements for an independent republic. In Jasuary,

Chomndealbhata, summariaed, the significent everts of
&owm“hﬂb“h“”
Mm-ﬂhm*hdba
impriscned, reberred 10 Mothes Eire, imtermingling the an-

chent Celtic/ Dyuidic ieal with her Christian symbols to
WMG-hmdthpum.Mp
"b“‘h“*‘*ﬂ““
Mhh“d“ﬂnmld‘w
Nation:

On » couple of occasions the Oficens of the Coundl
were wamamental iy having girhe removed from the Bede.
well. One gitl aged shoun I wan lockad wp for & whole
dh“h*‘bmhumﬁd
wnwn werks (e the Devdeneld, with never an opgeortesiy of
going ©0 mass. (Owe coll b (he throe and & small concrene
pﬁh“““hﬁhmlh‘
bt come 1o the kaowiedge of the Councl’s oficials and
Mmﬂw*hﬁn-ddh

Thin betngs e 10 B closing chapter of & mamarable
yoar —a yoar in which our Cosmary struggled in (he Deoes
of angeinh and death—when e soll of Mother Ene
clasped many of her gallant sons 0 Rer Breast—it was
ﬁcMMMMM&d

with it the sugury of il promine and realioason The
Sun of Posedom has W wp Frin's dark Srmasent aosl we
march cvanitn 10 & Higher Diestiony
1Negned) Brallsine Ni (heobdealobalr
L8 Conon., Cumenn e milon and the Wamen of Ire-
Bend, 1969, 5. 233,

staorpsos i brish hivory, cultere and swythology. Clearly
vy adopted ther robe models from the unkquely Ieish
Beir antecedants. Alhough these womes were from the
spper casses They esed thelr positiorn of privilege 10 vio-
late the 1ole models sstablished for “proper ladien™ and
assumed That thelr oun freedom as womes was nextrica-
by bound with the freedom of all of breland bom S
Dritish yoke. They teck on the human rights stroggle be-
fore there wos 8 Exropean same, movement of precedent
for a0 doleg. Out of thelr effocts an Irish woman (the
Countess) was the first woman dected 10 8 Laropens par-
Namentary body and the Sesl woman cabinet minkte:.
Fih women became husgersiridiers fos their right eo vose
" heeping with the ancieat Celtic traduton of the hunges
wrihe as non-vickent resistance. When they later refused
nourkhment in pectest of the internment, execulion and
exthe of republican actvists, they fully swakened the shim-
berirg quidesies bom theie wheerascan passage-mrtha
» create the modern Celtic nation. They went to prisce
and chose 1o hanger strthe a9ain agaiat the depradations
of the Pree State governmest, sgalest the anti-treaty
forces. The legends emasating from the e and dends
of thewe valiant Wish women flled volumes ever bebore
they died.

Bast somvething happesed to damage The incegriny of the
M) woman. The Irnh Constiiution, as we have seen,
sent hall the population back 36 the scullery and penalived
ther if they atlempoed to participate in the geofessional,
civic and econamic Me of thelr cousiry. Women agala
went “underground ” The Irnd Courtry womas's Asocia-
thon was, for many years, the only argasizational vehicle
theough which they could ewa gimpas thetr potensal



objectives. They argeed that & would cause dasenaion In
thelr ranks. and, thereloce, became self defeating for the
NASCENt wommen's Movemest So. they seered awey from
the national quession. In fact, when the Imgriscament of
republican women I Armagh was ratsed o 8 Sessindst
Haue by the writers Magereta D'Ascy and Nell McCallerny,
They were criticiaed for “politiclting” or “sebwerting™ the
Women’s movessent 5o repeblican ends. This bs & far ary
ndead from the recogeition of the conllsence of these
cbjectives by their antecedents. Noaetheless, Nell McCal-
ferty browght the leminist bsue 10 the atmention of all the
men and women participating in the United Nations Mid
Decade Conference cn the Stacus of Women, in Copenha-
gen i Asgest, 1980, The statement, a8 she poesented
passionately and aggresived,, was eraredy comistent weh
the Caltic women whose words and potential for war
made even Haanibal castions. Nell McCallerty waid:

Thare s & war bn Noethern bieland.

It has ot beon mentioned at e Usited Naskoen
Wosnen's Conderence in Copenbages.

I allects the women who Bue Bare Jast s confiics ol
forms the womn of Pulestine, Souh Abwa. and Lasts
America.

Nethor Bokain oo (he Republic of irvdand. Both of aheam
Clasn rrgrmahiiny b Noethern Irelasd. have sesivwed
1his war, aldhonagh Doumandh bave ded, many e s
samnds harve boen injured, and theve are o0 the strerts ae-
mowred cars, tanks and soldiers with gurs.

Why won't thelr defegacions ik shans &7

Womnen s Nowthern befand howw borme the boust of
Rowpuany thets larm Bhes a0d conmunition g ahide rcee
of the male popalation find Semarhors oo of wirk o
il

Wormen fod e homves rakdend arel semashed. thete very
fara e Droken wp

Worrsen worry sbour whethur Oet chikdren will 1ot
Fom school aabely o whether Doy wil be called W fnd
Bom 0 joll, himgital. or e morgoe — just Mie women =
Pabeutin, Sonth Alice and Lot America.

Why s the war in Novthern Ireland sor mestioned here

Copenhagen?

b K because, scosrdieg 1w Bmain, the peoblem b oriesd

nal. sot polrical?

32 women I Acmagh Jal, Northers relasd, say they
e vk orwiwads. They are poliical primaners.

W i s rme, then there s & political problem In North-
orn Breland which has lod 40 Mg, death, and war sinee
199,

th.—.—.‘-h“&nhn“u
and Bt ey are political prisosers, these wommen have
eapiped in & protest within prises, the Inevitoble conse-
suencen of which ol e bode ol wieridiny aed dearh
snce Febeuary B, 1980, (hose women have st washed

Bhrle bodies o wead toliets, and Bvw bn cells snsaved with

Ol owm enorets, e and moonstraal boosd.

B this wihvy the war In Northars beland i 0ot mentioned i

Compeehagen’

In weebing (he image of “respectadiling™ comistent with
the sex role expectanches imposed o them as & ssbject
people, Irih wassen ofes act In coneradiction winh thei:
own heritage. This is the kind of schicophremic dissonance
Bat results in forbings of alenation—both from odhers
(social) and brom ose's self (ntra-papchic).

Irish women today are 20 lows paiaidly Svided (as o
groep and as individuals) thas ks thetr home bland. Thow
whe are immersed in thelr Gaelic havitage throsgh the
language movemeat have integrated thetr bistaess with
thelr quest for pervonal freedom and eguality 1o achieve a
sese of personal worth. Clo Dacese, & young woman
active In B Gaclic League In Bellast, shared ber oun
pride of Mentity by creating for 1953, An Fellire Femed-
seach (A Feminist Calendar in Gaelic). She had ne difh-
culty lncorporating leto i dramings celeteasing mothes.
hood, leds freedom, women in Armagh prisos, and the
hardebipn of “women's work "

UO.M“M%WWMM
of drisd women todey, then there Is & contimity and con-
shvtency with myth and begend. Irooically both of these
weemen were born and ralsed n the northers sin couties
of Ireland in which Celtic traditions and Brehon Law per-
shand long aler the rest of lrvland had discarded tha
heritage. Maybe, for that reason, the rocks and heather
trasamit stronger shgnals of their identity bor those most at
risk for expressing it

Dx. Rone Flelds is @ clinioal peychologint and conssliont
on health care delivery spstemns and fhe owthor of North-
o Ireland. Soclety Under Siege; The Future of Women
(1984).
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By Brendan Sheridan

It was & black, cold March day In the lntle wllage. The
wsual closd of ofly smoke vigraling his sevival reflected In
the watery puddies of the narrow street, The old black
Vauxhall car Bmped 10 & sicp s two muddy sheep stared
bliafully out the boch window. Padeaic turned around and
booked at the doot of the ke sweet shop that Maura kept
stnl 10 the clnemsa. He had come 10 make amends. The
sen gistened on the tSay sadety pin that held his ol
glasses together. “Shell believe that sy eyes are not what
they used 10 be” he murmured, as he climed owt of the
car. He sl could not understand how he got the enve.
lopes mined up, sending her a BB for “services rendered”
while the love lemer meant for her, went 1o one of hs
cwsomers, who shased ¥ around 10wn withia a couple of
hours. He smaightened himaelf wp. He was tall by lrinh
standards. He wan fortyfive now, with curly teown halr
end a black salt that shooe with age. He wore an impees-
sive white shirt and a te, offset by moddy black Welling-
torms. He had a perpetunl red nose. which was strange
bocause he never souched a drop I his e, Me was a kisd,
religiows man, a jobber, who sold Mvestock and taded o
kinds of things for and to the local lemers.

As children, we used to help hism rousd wp shewp. We'd
gtob the ends of cur overcoats asd flag them like so many
demenied herms irytreg 4o My We'd shoo therm into the loery
for Dhe trip 10 the Prassia Swreet Market s Dublis. Some-
thones we would palnt resty farm equiponent for hies 1o sl
10 wssispecting farmers, In retumn he would foad o ol
Into his car and take us 50 the lake 30 swim, In the [l we'd
20 to the woods %o collect haselauts. On the way home
town bhe would abwins stop 1o collect a calf or a lamb to
stell io the already crowded car. Then there was the
rosary. "We'll just say of couple decades of the rosary.” he
woudd annouace. It was alwags O Mlly Nedged version,
howwver, with all the trimmiags. He'd even proy for ether
people’s sick animals, sometimes slowing the car down o
five miles per howr, making sure 10 Aninh before we 2o
arned

Times were hard dering the war and Padvaic hod
wpplement hin income at odd tmes by sruggling batter
across the border. At confesaion, Father Boensan would
shwagn foeghve him If be peomised sot to do % agein,
which he abways &d. One moening, basking i the glow of
forghveness and trying oo look as hamble as posalble, he
walked coremoniously up the aisle 30 recehe communion.
i well worn tack teads fell wirh a tisklng clatier n the
mosalc loor. “Butterfingen!™ came the loud whisper from
b it olbow. He Jooked arcusd and there she was,
Masra's pale skin glowed ke floe Bolook china In the
wioely davk interion of the old chapel. The fadntest shadow
of & smile crossed her lgs and he knew that he had met a
Kindred spiric.

They were seen everywhere together aber thae. Ak
though everyone sald the match woulda't last, & &d. De-
whe his odd wayn and haphacsed sppearance, they
soerned 1o draw strength from beteg o oppostte. Her keen

wit and wnclutared view of Mr in & wmall soun chesrnd
him at the woest of Smes.

Padrakc wiped the brown med off his Wellagroas i the
grass by the odge of the road In » wain ollort 00 sk
himsell more presestable 10 his troe love. The hede bl
that jirsgled as he turned the handle of the doot seemed &
thowsand miles away. "God bless all here” he sald w0 the
lone figure of Mawa as he servously estered the Ty
shop.

She raced kom behind the counter, pulling of har
apron as she ran, aluays & dgnal 10 Seware of. Me s
ened and stepped back an she Serw her armm sroend
i Mavra bobed wp af Padrak’s bewiidered face.

"1 Jost heard” she sadd, “And | thick s the hennbest
thing that's happesed accund here in a long tme *

“Sou mean you're not mad M me?" he sald

“Net at alif” she said lightly. “It will give the 1owmspen
ple something to talk about. Mayhe thayll get & longh o
o 10 help them through the day. Now what cogld be
more mportant thas that? God knous, Me & hand
ncugh wihowt worrying about every lide thisg *

Padralc decided that this was the sight he would ash
Maura to marry him. He had agonised oll day abowt the
fightl moment. Then he directed his enecgy on deckiing
what kind of Se 1o wear 30 the dance, setfing on & gesdy
red one, long out of fashion.

Lven Bough & was the end of Masch, the Chrmmas
fairy hghes twinkled around e Spasish siyle ssches of
the El Docado Baliroom — The Balkoom of Romance —
the papers sald. Pink snd yellow painted stripes mean
dered wp and down the stucco walls. The sinpended Soor
was The first in the country thirty yearn 8go, but now, due
10 age and neghect, it swayed erratically under the feet of
a wnexpected Large crowd.

The labored strains of the local band playing as old
time waltz grevved Maura and Padraic as they srolled inoe
the ballroces, past the basvly coscealed sniggerns of the
locals. They jeined In right awag, twirling arcund and
awoursd The deagth of the vwaying Goor.

1 thisk ¥'s sme you and | got married.” he blarted oot
nervosnly
“Ah, sure, but who would have 2" she replied, sbsent.
mindedly thisking of the panch lne of & populer jobhe
When Mawra locked at Podraic she realized he wan seri.
ous. They stopped dancing.

"D pou Just prepese 10 me?" she sald.

“Veu," he veplied,

“Then do ¥ properis” she said,

He did and she accepted then and there, They danced
and whitled around the ballrocm of romance sl e
band siopped playing. He ovn forgot 50 say & decade of
the rosary on the way home that night.

Brendan Sheridon Is ao Irish ortist, musiclan end writer
residing in Vieginks.
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Ireland In Motion

Irish Artists Management

MARKETING and
SALES PROMOTION SPECIALISTS
for
giveaways, incentives,
premiums, promotional
Tee shirts, and cassettes.

All Guaranteed Irish Products
For information on our activities
write to:

“IRELAND IN MOTION"™
419 West Broad St.
Falis Church, Virginia 22046 USA.

or call in Maryland
(301) 935-5469

3

Boms & Beg Canpled

®lde Towne Flowers
% Gifts

“oad Vo L e b 1 e

361-6533 “+£31-0608
mmwwxmam}

o Parters S Cwtorn S0 Towre Arvang eewendy
* Sywpuihy Bonmparts
Pt Bashots  *Warld Wide Flomer Dellaery Service

For the Finest in Diasscads, Walches, Saovbag Siver,
Choms and Crystal vkt

FLEISHER'S JEWELERS OF MARYLAND

3OS Queens Ohigpel Road, Hyattivilie, Maryland
Mhone (953552
Nepair Dvepartment on Promises ~ Fraternal Jewelry
Waterford Crystal Patch Philippe Watches

Rabin, Odwumege, Faodesy Vatchen
Befiork & Loven { hine

Wishing you the Best on St Patricks

from the Gang at

BRADY'S PUB
9412 Main Street
Manassas, Virginia
(703) 369-1469

Gt

RESTAURANT

4221 John Magr Drive
Annandale, Vingina

750-1413

Commodore John Barry
Assembly
Knights of Columbus
Fourth Degree
Robert Herandez Faithful Navigator |
Northern Virgini




ANCIENT IRISH VISITED NORTH AMERICA
MYTH? LEGEND? REALITY!

by John Herlihy, Jr.

The local folks called them “turkey tracks™ for some of
mmmn—uummu
wu-umauus‘.omm»
be & meaniaghiess sevies of vertical and diagonal lines in-
cined at random by scme long lorgetes Indians who had
conce habited the area. These rock carviags of petro-
m-tqmmm*&“m
been there for & very long time, althcugh nobody had an
idea how long. But there they were, riched in the face of
s sandutone Il Il anpone had sertcusly suggested that
ﬂ-&dw—hd‘lhbﬂ
Wscribed by anclent Irkhmen they would have beem
laughed 1o scorn. But sot today!

In 1964, this Wyoming County (West Vinginia) Petro-
"A—uwmu—wmu
the first kaown written report descriting the inacriptions
on the <Ml face. Subsequently, it wan Inventigated by sev
-IMM.*-—-*»U&
uumuwummu-—ta

of an wnknows cultare who lived, perhaps, be-
pween 1300.1500 AD, Finally, Robet Pyle, a US. Govern-
ment archeologist located In West Virginia, havieg
searned of the petrogyioh from Ns assistant, Tory Shiekds,
decided 10 visht the site In carly 1982, Upcn examining the
mhmmmm
w*ﬂ&hm.m—--—*a“cﬂ.
He knew of other American with Ol World
m}hwul“w«:ﬂhtm
acrows the Atlantic, then, either the local aaclent Indlans
had learned the script from voyagers from across the sea,
or e Incisions on the il had been done by one of more
wach voyagers. thermedves. His deckion 0 puryes the
matter lod to & series of events which included the active
participasion of Mes. ida Jase Gallagher, s keclonce
mm-wmuw
in the Iwolvement of Professcr Barry Fell of Harvard Uni
mm’-mmumwd
the world. Pyles, Shiekds, snd Gallagher, with Arsot
Myde, Jr., editer of "Wonderfl Wewt Virgisia™ magasine,
and a few ofher helpers, together visited the site In No-
werber 1982 Having agreed on which were the secaning:
Sl markings on the pemoghyph, they chalked and photo-
graphed B, then made traciegs on cloth shewts with
w“m.ﬂnm-ﬂuwmﬁl.
mu“nma—uwm
-L'Mmummwm*.
wahort of astoundieg.

Professor Fell identified the sorigt as a type of Ogam,
the alphabet wnerd by the ancient Celtic peoples of Ewrope.
Mwﬁ*mdm-.h“.u’u\.u
Ireland. Furthermote. he was able to translate the Ogam

nscriptions iato the Old Irish language, snd fom OM
kb 10 modern Englnh. The message was thes deter-
mined 10 be Chrutian is nature and reads as lollows:

AL Dhe e of sunwine & Tay graces Bhe aotch on B lek
wide on Christman Doy A feast-day of the Charch, the few
seanon of Be (Cheintian) yoar. The season of the Blossed
Advent of the Sevior. Loed Chvist (Sabssorke Domind
Chrtstl. Debold, He in born of Mary, & soman”™

Fell saggested that hin tramlagon cosld be tewted foe
accuracy by obeerving the winter wlutice sunrise on De-
comber 21-22 at the sie of the petroghyph. This the team
ad and cheerved that at sunrise on that day. e sunlight
funnelied rough & Jeided notch on the il overhang
and gradually Buminated the entire petroghph as the san
“mmnhw.mmd
Fells' sript Wiguage ideatificaton and tramlason were
verifled (The render will note that Christraas is not cele
teated on December 22 Mowewer, since 1752 Nooth
America has wned the Gregorian Calendar, Instituted In
Exrope in the 15¢th ceatury. Prior 8o that, the Julian Cal-
endar was in use. In accordance with which both the Win-
ser Solstice and Christmas were obwerved on December
25. Under the Gregorian Calesdar, Chrlstmas remaim oo

petroghph over i Bocne County, West Virginka. This
proved 9 be what s thought 1o be the
nscriptios kaown 10 exint amywhere in the
recorded the eichings In ke fabion, the coples were for

H

long of erew lines:

“A hpoy season i Cheitmas, & See of joy and good-
will 50 ol people.” A virgie wan with child: God endalned
her to conceive ad be bubiud. Al behold, & misackel™
"Sihe gaww birdh 40 4 400 I8 & covw. The namme of e cove
was Oor Cave of Bethiehom. i Sonter dather gave M the
mame Jess, the Cheisd, Alpha and Oreega. Festiur somon
of praye”

Professce Fell, based largely om e datinctive chasac.
peristics of certain relighons symbok alo incised in the
Al (ace, calcrdated that each petroghph must have been
scribed sometime dering the steth 1o eighth centunyt

age also n estimated by the degree of
weathering erosion asd the age of covering lichenn, winch
grow at & known rate. Bet, recogeizing that the Inscrip.



Sors are pensine and not frands, the sext mywiery to be
sobved was who, etther directly or Indivecthy, could have
boen respornible for Christian messages being Inscribed
on the face of these clily In kb Ogam scripe. which
transiates oaly into the OM Irish Gaelic language”

1 past 50 happens that theve was once an krishy ochesias-
e kaoun as St Nreadan the Novigetor. He was boen
abost 489 AD near Tralee, Co, Kerry and was burled
abost 570 AD at Closlest Abbey, one of several mones-
terdes he had founded. Anclent logends 1odd of st least one,
perhags two, voyage(s) that be and & sumber of fellow
monks had made 0 2 land far 20 the west. This exploie
was doowmented In Latia texms, the cldest being writtes
sbout the yoar 300 AD, These are generally entithed
“Novigatio Saoctt Brendani Abbatie.” mare commonly
known simply m the “Navigatio™ In the fabulows style
nypical of ihe Middie Ages, the facts of the voyage became
0 erbellished wuh Lartastic descriptions and acocunes,
that the story came 3 be considered & mere fable con-
cerning an lmpossible event. Bet in the carly 1970%, the
lepend caught the nterest of an American named Tim
Severin who, with his wile, decided to research the story.
Heving evestually separated fact from lantasy, they con.
chuded that such a voyoge, along the northern “stepping
stone”™ route across e North Adlantic, was, o leant theo-
retically, possihle, Belag wnable 1o leave it ot that, he
decided 1o determine if such a voynge was practically pos-
sible. He bt 2 boat made of hides exactly as described in
the “Navigatio.” sssembled provistions aad a crew, and on
May 17, 1976, set out rom Beandon Bay, Co. Kerry foe
North Amevice. Following the route derbved from the
"Navigatio,” they sallied 10 the Faerce hllands sorth of
Scotland, thes o 10 lceland, Greonland and 10 Newfound
land, where they landed cn Jure 26, 1977, They thas
proved, beyond all doube, that Brendan's voyege was pos-
sibde? (An account of this explolt was featured In the De.
cember 1977 wsue of National Geographic Magazine )
Schalars have siace Become coninced of the probebiliny
that S¢. Beendan's voyage acteally happened. Ferther-
moer, It s knows that ather monks, and perhaps adven-
burers, followed in hin wake. Records of Norse explorers,
wch s Eric the Red and Thorflen Karkseisl indicate that
Irad sealacers and setthery had already been 1o koeland and
Greenland before them. They seference o land called beland
he Great lytng west over the ocoan sear Vieland the Good.
Once e roune had been foend and ceported, the way wes
open for hundreds of years of travel back and forth, down the
oot of North America and up s rivens! Sech voyaging
probably ceased ader the \Vilings begen rakfing lIreland i
the eacly 800 AD.

Additional midence of the presence ol ancient Mish is
Neeth America has been discovered. It may be sale 10 say
that the Irsh were the lest Christian Exropenns o visit,
and perhaps sette. Nocth America. This would be shout
400 pears before the Norsemen and about 1 000 years
before Columbus! It has been determined that many
words is the dialects of the Amarican ladians of Algon.
quin stock have identfable word roots also found in Celrie
words of the same meaning.

One can only wecsiate why some snces bubaes
may have gone 1o West Virgintae, Bar the sock bound e
dence s Dre Futute yeary will undocteedy soved add
sonal chues. T a grear day for the lneh

Recommended reading:
¢ Wonderdsl West Virginia Magasine, March 1983
* Natonal Geographic Magazine, December 1977
¢ The Brendon Voyoge by Tim Severta. McGraw-$08
1978
* America B.C. by Banry Fell, Simoo & Schuster
1976

John Hertihy, Jv. bs 0 member of the St. Porrick’s Doy
Porode Commitior of Washington, D.C.
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Announcing a New Divection in Irish Historical Narrative
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Happy St. Patrick’s Day

La Feile Padraig!




SPECIAL TOUR!
Spend 8 days/7 nights in Ireland

for Onlv « « « FROM per person
% double occupancy
Groups Welcome. $4 phus. 15% service
charge

INCLUDES AIRFARE

" Roundtrip jet Transportation to
Shannon Ireland
Deluxe accommodations for 7 nights.
Room with private bath.
Breakfast Daily.
Sightseeing, mdudmg Dublin, Kerry,
Cliffs of Moher, Killarney and more.
Services of Driver and Guide.
Baggage Handling
All taxes and charges.

(Does not include U.S. & Irish Departure taxes)

Departures from Baltimore (BWI)
June 15to June 23 $499 Emera_ld Tou.rs

A July1 toduly9 $529 113 S. Washington Street
Aug. 24 toSept. 1 $529 Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Sept. 1410 Sept. 22 $499 703/684"2]29
Oct. 7 toOct. 15 $499 8m/368.3267
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Restaurant and Pub
Featuring Irish Entertainment
Seven nights a week
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I'HE BEST IN IRISH ENTERTAINMENT
NIGHTLY
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