St. Patrick’s Day
Parade Program

Irl’h lu prronad 1o R an Areeri an Unlcw your beart 5 cagtured
American Aodd Fom prrvasd that oo Trishy, v, By an Amencan Beauty Rose?
Ovey Pucgorabd For 1 bne the wenrin” of the groes Hot dogp’ Yoo | lowe 'om
Aodd | lonve the ood, white arsd boe Axd wancrmchon, tin),
I ove o watch e morchens But ' abways have an appetine
A they go parsding by For good old [rob sew
Whether ity on St Patnck’s Dy No it bn't jux the blarrey
Orx on the Pourdy of Jdy. Waen | proudly say, "It true
Aad what coeld be more beacufdd Thae miy heant b plediged to Amenca

Than a damrock, goodnme knows, Aved 10 dear odd Enin, uoo!”
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IMPORTED FROM IRELAND

GUINNESS STOUT

AND

HARP LAGER BEER

AVAILABLE IN WASHINGTON, D.C.
AT RESTAURANTS, LIQUOR STORES and MARKETS
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St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee

of Washington, D.C,

TRI9 - 13k STREET, NW,, WASHINGTON, DLC. 20012 (202) 7234858

The St Patrkek’s Day Parade Committor members provide their services as
noa-pakd voleateers. Whike sepport and participation from all of @he Insh-Amencan
clubs and groups in the Greater Wishington arca are boch sought and welcome,
hiworically and currcatly, the Parade and its Committos acc an ostgromth of the
community-scrvice orientation of the leish-Americas Cleb of Washisgion, D.C.

o just six years, the St. Patrick’s Day Pasade in Washingeoa has grown from
20 misules deration 0 over two howrs, and from 300 spectators to more than
10000, Each year. the [riendiacss and bappmons, for which the Irish are kaown,
has imchuded varied ctheic and ancestral groups from the otal communiy. In
becomsing & community tradeion the St Patrick’s Day Parade attraces “the lrish
and those who wish they were.”

The theme for the 1977 Parade is “A Little Bit of Heaven in 77" —ackocted
from a song which ctes leclaad o that place the angels chose as Heaven oo
Eanth. The secondary theme Is “"Peace I Irchind” in the hope that thow who
gather or participate in devotion o e prescrvation of [rish cullure will jpin in
prayerfel support that Treland and other nations may cxperence the Fatherhood
of God in the Brotherhood of Man-—regardiess of race, sex, age, melipion, oo
natonal origis.

Abag with e invalaable saistesce of the National Capited Pusrk Service, the
St Pairkck’s Day Parade Commatee has enjoyed the support of the Irsh-Amercan
Club. It is among the oldest and largest of organizations in Greater Winkington
devoted 10 e preservaton of Irsh culture among [nsh-Amencam sd others.

The [rish-Asserican Club meets moathly 10 provide vasious forsss of celtural,
oducational, humanitarian, and social activities. Its monthly sowslester, 7he Amer-
parl, is the central source of informaticn regardng Irish-oricated activities in the
National Capital area. The Clud spoasors a aumber of celveral and athketic groups
on toar from lecland, conduects ity ows celteral activities, provides an asnual
charter Sight 1o Irecland, offers » continuing respomible forem cm topics of inlerest
and comcerm 10 Irish-Americans, and seeks to promote pride in a coatinuing noble
heritage of Trcland and of the Irsh-Americans. In the tradition of the purpose of
the Irsh-Amencan Club of Washmgion, DC., # is hoped the selected articles in
this program will cnrich yosr usdesstsading of and appreciation for this soble
herrage!

JOHN J. BIBESB, PhD.
Edive
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INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD
OF ELECTRICAL WORKERS

1125 - 15th Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

CHARLES M. PILLARD RALPHM A, LIGION
Internotional Prosidest Internatonal Secrotory



THE LITERARY RELATIONSHIP

By MARGARET (/BRIEN

Papree e beleng Tovteri

(Margerer O'Brien Is o becrure e English Lireratwe
& Trinky College Dublin. She ir a graduate of Mows
Holyohe College v Massachasents and Aar complered
the PAD. for Trimity College, She har beew in Iredand
for nine yewys. )

The literwry selatiomahip betwoen the United Statos
end Ireland Is nich and complex and | can caly sug-
poxt here some of the wayx n which ¢ has been croatod
by booking first a varlow specilic nstances of consce-
tion sad then caplosing braclly somw of e reasas for
the naterad alliance of the 1wo tradithons.

Irishescn begin %0 impasge on the consciomaness of
Amerkce in the msddle of the ainctecath coatury when
the &l major wave of Irish immigration cocurred. To
the cyes of the establishod Americas writer, with Ms
ol in 2 Puritan tradition, the wmfamikar Irishmoan,
wsually cant in the roke of habourer. perdaps as a do-
mole in the American’y bouse, was something of 2
coriosity. Respoases are prodictably ambivalest. We
know feom Huwthoene's klless that his mother was
afraid %0 hire an Ireh sorvant girl aad, oo the other
hand, ot Emily Dickinws, s Richard Seweil’s bog-
raphy rvwals, chasly apprecisted Maggie Maher, one
of a senecs of Irsh domestics in her home. Hawthoens
n bix Amricar Notebooky recogds this sight along the
Mane Roods: "Passed as Irpdwoosan with a child in
Ber arma, and 3 beavy bundle, and afterwards an Irish.
man with lighter bundle, sitting by the roaddide. They
were huband sad wile; and Bridge says that an Irish.
man and bis wife on thelr jourmeys, do not usually walk
side by side, but that the man gives the woman the
heaviest burthen 10 carry. and Mmself walks on light-
ly head™ A pemsine bewillerment in the peesence of
differcnce opems up a fresh aswoment of the mopo-
chromse New England past with which the Insh cone
trant. Hawthorne goos on 10 spocalane . . . “A Ihosghn
comes into my head, which sort of howwo oxcites the
most contemptuons feclings In the bebolder—sech o
mansice & Ms. Gandiner's, 3ll circsmstances consid-
ered, or the board-busk and turf-buttresod hovels of
these wild Brish?™ The povesty and imposed smplicity
of the newcomens throws into doule the allepodly pro-
videatial atisdnment of wesddh by e sucoesfel Ymkoe
(Mr, Gardimer). Perhaps Hawthorne ks Nating a1 a
revival through e alice newoomens of earlicr, loss
material values when bo adds, cryptically, “Musheooms,
bye and bye, spuing up where the oots of an oM tree
are hidden wader the ground ™

{5)

It is signibcant that Thoeews, in his aempt 0O re-
torn 0 & more frugal and meditative life than that of
urbane Boston and it sophissicated suburbs, inchuding
his own and Hawthorse's Concord, bosght “the shanty
of James Collins, an lrbdanss who worked on the Fiach.
burg Railroad, for boards. James Collins” shanty was
considernod s undomemonly fiac one.” The
really cuts two ways: the Irishman’s smple dwelling
provides a welcome relicl froa the moce claborate New
England bome, but the shanty's comparalive fiscacss
indicates the pradusd citablshmem of @e Irishman as
an Amencan with increasing material wealth, foe Caol-
lims” shasty contmss “a silk parasol, plt-framed look-
ing glass, amdd 2 patent sew coffee mill"” which e pur-
ist Thorcau didn take with Rim o the edge of Walden
Pood, The lrishman & seen by Thoreau in Walden
alieady & slave 10 “dvilsation” Be Is exploited as a
buikier of railroads, that great ninctoenth coalury syss-
bol of “progress.” and Is engaged hmself, on the Jow-
ot end of the scale, in the eadless laibose of soquiriag
things, sucked into the vidous circke of joyless works
ing and seporfluos buying, imtead of resssrecting the
onginal American goal of personal liderty:

“ « . he had rated # ar @ pan in coming 1o Amverica,
AW here yow comld et rea, and coflee, and meat every
day. Bat Yhe only true Arerica is thet cowntry where
you are & Nberty to pursue sweh @ made of fife as
may emable pow o do withow these, and where the
save does aor ensleavany o compell you ro swtaln the
slavery and war and wther superflvour expenaes which
divectly or Indirecrly resalt from e ase of swoh ehings.”

One must put Thoreau's remarks, asd Hawthorne's
for that matter, into perspective in eelation 1o the evolus
ton of seligious feching and thought in Americs. Both
writers, along with Emerson, shared a common rejec-
tkm of the peevailisg Unitariss oqustion of materisl
prospenty with spinteal perfectabiley. The criginal
scttbers had wtread 2 Soc line between ideslsm and
pragmatism ansd by the minetoenth century the battle
for valucs higher an oppectuniun was being fought
by only a small, basically linerary, minority. The Irsh-
man with his sural and decply religions background,
was looked o, by those who weren't exploitag him, as
a source of gremer simplicity. In foact, his religion, be
it Catholic or Preshytonan, had mose in common wih
the caely, more evanpebcal Puritanism than with the
more scular Protestantism thae held sway in Boston
and the preaner East Coat of America during the



macteenth centery. The immigrase had apother ele-
ment in his past, however, thae forcod him 10 emulale
rather than rectify the drive 1oward exclusvely matenial
well-being: his recent poverty. Geeal apieituad aapira-
don n combiaation with aa equally stromg need for
workdly success made the Irsh immtigrast, therefore,
deplicate, lndeed merge with, the double-sided con-
sciousnes of the Yankee,

We see this janesdace coastantdy i the works of F.
Scott Fitrgerald and Esgen: O'Neill. The punauit of
divided goals in their case, dowever, Is further complis
cated by the seed for assimilaticn isto the origisally
American tradition. In The Grese Gashy Fazgerald
poctrays 2 maa of immigraet wock, who has changed
b pame from Jimmy Gatz w0 Jay Gatshy, i onder to
fnd 2 cure foe thin division. Gataby's teagedy, how-
ever, is e ievitable cad of two simultancously beld
and irreconcilable poaks. for money sed o Iramcendence
above the level of mere mortality, something analogous
00 the dubwous regeseracy the ongasal Puritans sfioeded
themacives, the Mlip-side of a brutal inhumasity shown
by the Buschanass, Tom sad Dasy. Gatdy is scarch-
ing. on the one hand for the "Platomic conception of
Rlmsel,” something completely above Be, wad at the
same time for the supposed means %0 this end, moacy,
which in buying goods caly tes b moce % this carth
and s squalor, aspecmally since the wegoncy of his peed
has fosced Mm Into cormupt mesas of maling moncy.
The atnolute division of means and end is reflected in
a diviska of sockety betwees original sctther snd i
migrani, Eavt Egg and Wea Hgg Notice that thosgh
Potzgeradd's guotagosist is of slawvie descest, Irnhmen
join the ranks of other immégranes —lalam and Jews
35 outsiders: from West Egg we get “ihe Mulreadys
... Cecil Sehoen . .. Arthur McCanty . . DaFomsano
cooete ™ In contrast. Fitzgerald peovides wicked pas-
odicx of wap names for the inhabitants of East Egg:
“the Chester Bockers and the Leeches, sad Doctor
Welnzer Civer.,” Notice abw that Fitzporald chooses o
hes marmior someone 10 mediate betwees Guatsbry and
the Buchasan’s Nick Casraway, 3 not-so-wealhy but
moderately wellofl, Protestant wasp, from the mid-
west, the perfect compeomme as well, for Fitagerald's
divison betweon Ns IrbhCathoke origins which were
abo modestly well-to-do as the som Ske Carraway, of
2 merchant and his East coast, Princeton oducation

Exgene O'Neill's Mary Tyrone in Long Dey's Jowr-
mey Into Night is 2 stung by the ks of respectability
an sctor-heaband has forced on her theough his peo-
fligate, uncircumspect ways a6 she is Mred by the in-
finite possiility for fantasy hor offers. This fatal comis-
nation of materialism and romaaticsm i misrored by
ber hmband's determination (o purchase real estme o
basgain prices and his isabéliry 10 detoet the real valeo
of propesty bocame his vision & clouded by delusion
of landoed grandewr. Al of O'Neill's major characters

I this very sutobdographical play taste the tragedy
Catshy, wflering the coptradiction of the means
ward tramsceadent dignity with the end, imemsitied
spabor. Whether the route toward elevation be drupy
(Mary) or drink (James), prombscuiy (Jamle) ce
romantic poctry (Edmund), the prce of such com-
pulsive distancing from the lissits of life & an o
ing and iromic emnarement i the web of limitation

The confict. as [ have been trying oo show, was
not new to America, although nincteonth-century Amer-
o, under e infucoce of ratlomaliex Usitariansm
had kot mech of its drive oward the infine = a spir-
sl sense, having traded 1ranscendence for the sppar-
cntly limitkess oppoctuntios of weoalth and progross,
Perhags It is becawse the Leish tradition retained & re-
spect Tor the irrational activity of “dreaming.” of at-
tempting 10 reverse the nateral order of ings whilke
confroating the tragedy in man's fallure to sscooed
that modern American wrwers tumed more sad more
Secctly %o Irish cullure and writing. Yeaes, who grappled
throughowut Ns e with the necessary contradiction
betwoen death and the bowndless aims of smagination,
became i e twentieth cemtury a2 mape inflacace for
Amcrican writern. One of the most sensitive explora-
thons of what his mfluence mcam is Theodore Roethke's
The Dying Man, in Memorivm: W. 8, Yeaur, which
suggests both the ascendence in present liviag . . . "/
doow, ar the dyimg Anow, / Etersity is wow™ | , . and
the paradonical rebance of the limithes present oa the
shoolete imilaion = death I dée o rhic life . |
By deiug Jdally, 1 bave come fo de.” Yeats, befoee
Rocthke, had hoverald tieckessly over the subthe relation-
shlp between living and death, imagisation and physical
realily,

Wallace Ssevens enjoyed the benelit of a close fricnd
m the Irih literary workd, Thomas MoGreevey. and
the obvious frults of that aliance are such pocms
The Irisk Cliftr of Mohrer and Owr Stars Come From
Tredomd. What the Cliffs of Moluer offer 50 the poct i
an image of clememnlal permancace, emerging always
out of the mists of thosghe, tise, what we call reabty,
somcihisg primal. beyond language, before poetry even.

Johe Berryman acteally spest tme in leclsnd snd
mamy of his Dream Somgr have Deblin s 2 Saphancus
backdrop. Since the poems with s Jrikh setting come
@t the end of the cycle, it i as thowgh the climax of
the dreaming and the stagiag Bad o lake phace in lre-
lannd. The magnet s 10 2 great extent Ireland’s writees
but more fundamentaily e mythological and religious
past feom which they emerge:
“Adovale country, bv ity comntryside
& peraons, & ity kabsits, & ke paw,
maresrs & heroes,
iy moble momks, kx wild men of Mph pride
& poers lomg apo, Sympe, Jovee and Yeals,
and the ronks frome which ehey rose ™
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The atzaction Between the two lilerasy traditionm
bas been mussal and perbaps cae of the most important
exampics of the part lrelssd ha played in promoting
the approciation of Amercan lerature s the devotnon
revealod by the letiers of T. W. Rolleawion 1o Wikt W
man. ledood, av far 3 mating Whitman ksown In
Europe s concersod, Roger McHegh ha noted that
“The specading of Whitman's reputstion was due in
large measure o three Inishecs: Edward Dowden,
T. W. Rollewton, and Standsh O'Grady.”

What Is wis abowt Whilman that attracsed these
mea bocomes clear through Rolicston’s ketiers, and o
some exlent @ v 2 mater of hatorcal ooincidence.
lrckand asd America were engaged o o sidilar time
| clther creating. as was the case with Whitman's
Amcrica, or revivieg, as dering the Iroh Litersry Move-
ment, a satiosal mythology, a Estinctively national e
crature in the tomgue of another naion and traditios,
Englsh. Both coustrics were caperiencing attompes,
Bie that urged by Thosean, to free a sockety. What
Rollesson, like Whitmas, wis involvad in was the urg.
ing of 3 pew religion, that of the free man who loams
with herode stature, ressiniscent of the figures in ofd
Irish myths, Cochullain and Fiona

What this ncw man must possess & a voice, wierly
mdividual, universal s ity adherence o personal ex-
pericace rather thas in its exgeession of acceptod, con-
ventional posteres. A large pat of conveation, 10 a
wriler, are lilcrary forms themselves, the commonky
apreed  recepucies for cortain “litorary™  resposses.
Gives a mutsal urge in the two traditioss to find for-
mal sodutions in literstese 10 accommodate indhvidual
woices it i mot surprising that Powad did come sogether
with Yeats and Joyce sad o a time whon all three

were contemplating great changes in poctry and the
novel. Pousd wis immadiascly sympathetic, indeed en-
thisdansic, 1o what Joyce was tylng to scccenplidh in
prose and win imtrumental in petting John Quian of
New Yook o purchase many of Joyee's masuseripes
and, therefore, peovide material and moead support for
the artat. Finally, one could go cn indelinitely Eing
the individual examples of Bwerary exchange, but what
is of lasting interest s the source of the conligeity,
times one fock conanguinity.

On the surface it s Be need w revolutionbe, indi-
vidualise s inherised, Englsh tradition. Beyomd this
pesat of coincidonos, however, are deep-poists of con-
nection which allowed the two cowatries to share in the
forging of a modern tradithoa. 1 believe Markanse
Moore Is coming ckee 1o ot leat one of the doopost
reasons whon 8 hor poem, Spenser’s Island, she wiltes:
“Owwiiting/ the fwivies, befriemding the fariey,/ whoever

d American traditicas have given rise %o writers who
arc bess interested in thele place la society than with
thelr relation 30 the problem of belief—or soepticism
in refation 10 a forcg above man.

The crestion of an individual wice becomes o
sential 1o both tradsons since each brand of faith or
doubt is indvideal. If the word & allowed 3 brood
soope of definition, one might say that boeh Neeratures
share a fundamentaly “relighous™ base, which made it

= both imstamces for Ilerature 1o serve ss
end bovond itself, Beyosd cven e individual woice
produciag .

The Irish Harp, the cmblem of lrcland depucted
on ber colnage, das a kag and uncertaim history.
Originally a high art imstrumese, & i wed ndsy in
classical sad traditional muedc, and most often in
the concent performance of lrivh folk song

There are throe types of harps, each aswciated
With & definite pericd: the small low-headed harp
of the Ldth, 15th asd carly 16th Contary which is
2 fect, 4 inches m height and has 2 soundbox of
uniform depth; the large, low-Beaded harp of the
Gte 16th and 17eh Century which Bax more sirings

The Irish Harp

and a woundbox which incresaes in depth as it nar-
rows in width toward the treble; the 18th Century
high-headed Trvh Jarp. whose forepilar or bow is J
almost straight and much caller than the ow-Beaded
hatps.

A distinctive charscserbaic of the Irish harp is the
soundbox made from one solid pioce of wood hol-
el t0 form a decp box whane walls are up %0
one-hall inch thick, thus producing the stark yet
sonoeows tone assodcated with the Irish barp.
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THE AMERICAN IRISH

By PETER SHERIDAN, JE. PhD.

Mo o Yaw eld *oduy)

Ov. Perer Sheridan, Libvary of Congresy, s @ member
of the Advirory Board of The American Irith Ricen-
fenniey Comuiniee

Waat have e Irsh ever done for the Usited States
of America?

ladecd, temptmg il is 10 amswer sech 2 doubting
or coadescending question by mking, lke the Irksh,
mother guestion. Seecly the swoctest, safest and
slrcagest respoase is o quote Alfred E. Smith, he of
unquestionable Irish and American qualifications:

“Well, let's look at the recoed ™

To tace hat loog sad deautiful but occadoasly
unrequited Jove story between American and Ireland,
we hardly need go o far & Wishingion Irvisg did in
starting his “Knickerbocker’s Hatory of New York"
with the creation of the would,

Three centuries ago will do. That, of course, kaves
behind a certain aaumpsion that Irsh maciners, savi-
pators of moaks had 2 head in, or moee socurely
2 foot on, the ducovery of the Norcthern American
continest coaterics Befoee Columbaus sxilod wot

o that as it may, no one possesses the Laowledge
or peosumpton W Gx the pueche dale and exact spot
where and when the first Inshman o Inshwossan
landed on New Woekl soél. The importamt thing %o
note and loeg remessber, in that fortenagely &8 DID
happen somowhere, some time. Happily, it contineed
10 happen for gencrations thereaficer for the bettermont
of the United States.

An account, however sketchy, of the role of men
mnd womes of Irish BNrth o bBackground & making
md mamtainimg Amenca, could emsily fall inlo senti-
mestality, same-dropping or 2 dry dictionary-of-dases.
Lerking, likewise, are dangers of bosstfolacss, special
pleading, cxclusivencss or a touch of ¢litism,

Yet, names make news and news covers past and
presost. Irish names ln America Bave boen making
news . well o hatory for well on 0 30 years. Ar
owr Bicentennial, Irish asmes of people who have en-
richod andd enlivencd w much of the Usised Stutes Mis-
tlory can be gesuine sews of Docinatiag ad informa
tive interest. More polatedly, these names may be sew
10 & ot of Americans tixhay-—incloding a sirable pes.
centage of mos, women and childeen of Irish ancestry

9

Accordingly, it is fitting and proper to cte m least
a few of those of Irish Hood who, down the yeass,
wked pot smply what America could do for them,
but rather what they cowld do for Amerca, and &id,

Crodit s plentiful 10 sdare with Americans of other
national, racial or cthnic origins and of differing el

R whamd bam B cofediin o e L0y of Congia)

(Charles Carvollion of Carvollton

ghos, phalosophical o Wdeological debels, AN strove
mightily and loyally o form amd beild and presenve,
peotect and defeed the Usined Stacs

The effective and doonorable part played by the
Irish from carbiest Cokwmial times demands po ypeciad
atteation. bet, f comtributing evidence be required
for recognition and gratitude, a reply is sepplied by

Thomas Jeflerswon in the Asscrican Declaratvn of
Independence :

“To peove thinh, let facts be submilled %0 2 candhd
woeld"™ -

Cokwilal recoeds of the 1600, and more so during



ST. PATRICK'S DAY

ALL TRISH UVE MUSIC - DANCING - SINGINO &

ELLEN’S IRISH PUB

i

BEN BOW

GREEN BEER ALL DAY

GRIIN BIIR ALL NIGHTY

CORNED BEEF - CABBAGE - BOINID POTATONS
IRISH BREAD - IRISH STEW

1636 CONN. AVE., NW. — WASHINGTON, D.C.

PHONE DU 7.44359

OPEN 10 AM, "l 2 AM.

THE IRISH AMERICAN CULTURAL
INSTITUTE

in cooperation with Washington Area
Irish Americom organizations, businessmen
and students, presents

THE IRISH FORTNIGHT
20 March - 2 April 1977

Theme: “The North of Ireland”

GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY
37th & O S13., NNW. — & PV, Eoch Evening

FREE—Open To The CGencral Public

For further detoils comtoct
JIM O'COMNNILL, IACI — 273-3470

Try to attond ot loast one or twe of the lectures.
" won't de you ony barm ot allt

20 Naron—Doad Mammnend, singer—"Maskc of Ihe Norh”
21 March {70 be apndunded
27 Narch—Tom Delarey, archeciogiatl, "Camichiergus”™

23 March—Nos! Haminn, Professce of Irish, Quean’s Uniy,
“Trinh Spesiing Ditricts in tha Noeth™

M Narch—Uam de Page, lectwoar, Usivarsty College, Dutin
and colurnisl. sy TAnos, “Norham Sackety™

25 March—Art Cosgrove, Ahtosan, “Ulster ia tha Nidde
Ages™

24 March—8rlan Farran, painter, "Parming ard Peoph n
tho MNorth*

27 Marche Frascls Shuart, soveliast "“Northam | prossions

28 MartheSaames Hearwy, poet bom Deny, “Norbem
Poetry’” {ostative)

29 March—Michael Duly, actor, “Northem Drama™
g 30 March

1 Ageit=Terry Flarmgan, Arts Dept. 5t Mary's Colege,
Belfast, “"Tha Norttom Langscope”

2 Aprii—Sean O'Nell, Cetno Swakes Dopt. SL Nary's.
OO0 AL, "Torttem Maaikc™




the 1700, abousd in sotices of ships vrammed with
men, women aod children from Ircland, Sadly 10 re
port, o, vessels were sunk, lives lost, hopes shastered
and masy a cargo of might-have-boens minsing.

I= that carly, hazardous and often recklew cra,
same  pewcomers from  Ircland  prompaly  became
prophets—or politicizns —with hooor la an adopeed
coustry. From a gobematorial stamdpoint slooe, the
roll call ranged from Thomas Dongas of Klidare, New
York peovincial governoe in 1685 1o George Clinton,
an Irshman’s som, clected a5 New Yook State’s first
govemnor, bater becoming Vice President of the young
Republic. New York City's first Mayor after the Rev-
oution was James Duame, son of an lrishess

Withowt stresching the wanderling luck of e Lrish,
a plance from the Hudson 1o the Mississippl Rivers in
the Mle 16005 could have located Sir Wilkam Jobke
son, from Meath, “governor™ of the Indians in that
vl tereitory.

Maryland's governor in 1714 was Joha Hart. Dela-
wares was John McKinky. Pennsylvania’s, in 1788,
was George Bryaat In 1776, 1781 and 178R, Joka
Rethodge, Thomas Burke sad BEdward Ruthedge,
ropectively ol natives  of Ircland, governod South
Carolina.

Relatively few Irksh, who crossed the Atlantic in
search of better homos and brighter prospects, gained
the prastige and promiscece of those early
officials —noe 0 mestion their 200 Cenlury ssooess-
sors of Irish ancestry who iscreasingly held sute o
naticnsl offices & the way to the Whise House,

Thousands at the ostuct bose the burdenscase yoke
of indcstered servanl or the stigma of “convict”
whose “crime”™ generally by in their Sght or flight foe
homest freedom, human digelty and deconcy and a
falr opportusity for their offspring

No less sumerous were those who had suffeeed
persccution foe relighous faleh, for the sake of com-
sclence and equality or for dissent of varied Lisds and
degrees.

By oo means always willingly, and certainly not
comfortably, they came over o mingle with estab.
lishod dwellers snd hopeful advesssroes people who
powred ia from other lande Scon, the lrish found m
leat an affsity with other sathosal or ethow growps
cager % harden 2 core of resistance %o the British

Thas, when the American Revolution deoke 200
years ago, Amenican coloalsts from Ircland rushed in-
evilably into the thick of it Ouickly and tragically
active, for example, was Patrick Care, a sative of [re-
land and a victim of the “Bogon Massacre™ on March
5, 1770, Few of his compatrsots from Ireland hew-
tated after 1775 to boocome “imvolved” in the cause of
the American colomses

Neadiess to say. but It owght 10 b sald caphati

.

(1)

cally, ssyway all lrish in Amcrica who cnjoyed &
share of fame, if ot fortuse, were not warriors. AR
cbvicusly weee not orstors, scholars, poets, statesmen,
Catholics, Protestants or anybody in partcelar.
Neitber were they all mes. The assushs dare sot
discrissinase sgainst women. The last woed has yet @
bo written for the mukitede of lrish heroines who ket
kegacies of kove xad good crample w0 gescrations of

1o use takents wisely and well were moee than malched
by those with moble goals and worthy inlesests, beave
In the face of all masner of provocation and hardship,

Comurage and constancy marked lrish pastid
in the Americaas dream in geaceal, and the
tionary War in particular.

Levington and Comcoed ahots,
workd Apdl 9, 1775, echoed Jess
when, oo Juse 12, Jeremiah O'Bricn, = =
boat of Maine fishermen, sclaed e
Margorette at Machias, Maine. That
Iater claim 10 “vihe first naval action of
Revoltion,”

The baltling and weasiness all the
town, and the eventual agreement on a
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Declaration la 1776 were Smieh, Taxlor and Thome
ton, all of Irih birth; asad Camoll, McKean, Read,
Rutledge and Lysch, all desceodants from Irkh m.
migrants. Charles Thormton, the Continestal Congress
wocrelary, win the wa of an Ieidbmas who Bad arrived
in Philadelphla as s indentured servant.

At the Constititicaal Conventiion of 1787, Fitz-
smmons, Butler, McHenry sad several others of Lrish
descent helpad to represent “We, the Peopk™ in draft-
isg sad signing e Comstitution that becamse effective
March 4, 1789,

The officeny” rontery i the Continental Army, dee-
iog the Revoduton, sach commanders as
Hogan, Bastior, Montgomery, Kelley, Dooley, Starke,
Sallivan and Waysc.

Al sea, Commodere Joha Barry from Weafoed,
caned the dstinction as "Father of the American
Nawy ™

What can be wuaid adoquately of the so-called com-
mon sokflers aad sallors” General George Wishington
said it best and most asthortatively for the Irish con-
tingents in Ms famous, generous and realistie tribute
for their help and strength, He recognized and re-
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wanded the Sdelity and peneverance of the Irish
among his troops and in no ks than five aides-de-
camp, includng his lifclong friend, Colone! Joba Fitz.
perald, (rom Alexsadra, Vieginia

Ia a kft-haaded, bt compelling compliment, the
Hemorabk Lake Gaedincr, Iser Lord Mowatpoy, com-
plaloed o the Brosh Parkament in Ageil, 1784, tha
“America wan ket (o Beitsin ) by liish lnmslgrants ™

By direct onder of Genwral Washington, the army
colcbeatod St Patrick™s Day mosmt ovoudy the March
17 when the Botish regofars evacuatod Bostom Less
notsily, the “ragped Comtimentabk™ whispered “Saint”
and “Paurkk™ as passwoeds and countersigns. Soldiers
undor Generad "Mad Anthoay” Wane, bimself of
Irish descent, ok pride in being hailed “the Line of
frcland ™

Except for the War of 1812, i which ¢ Irnh a
scabously as mayosc, sood ageas! impressment and
invason, the punwit of peace comed increased trow-
bles as the years passed. Difficulties and
ments of the Irsh, especially for those dowen from
Irchind by [amise, sultiplicd s their ousbens in
Amcrica swelled in the mid- 1 8007,

Cenwes Sgures, oot entirely reliable, mdicated an
Irah weemigration of about 700,000 betwees 1320 and
1840, That total 20omed 10 2,000,000 within the pext
20 years.

An unaccoumed sember purscped fo Canada be-
fore entering the Uniled States. One must remember
abko ot those who salled from Liverpool o other
English ports were cestomarily cosatod as “Foglish”
when hey landed = United States posts

Comparatively few Irish who armived at diffecent
periods in e growth and developenent of the United
Stases had any mechanical or techaical knowhow oe
cxperence, Most mid-19% Century [rish mmigraats,
priscipally sad palafully the = ‘fassine' Irish,”™ were 38
Iacking in woekdly possessons as in skills other than
farssing.

They cocounered at least cae quick bet ssixed
blexvmg rght away — the country’s crucial noed for
cheap labor. Casab, turspikes, ralecads, laclonics, and
mines wore immediately available for able, willing,
and ready workens s the hardot of wark, Thow-
sands of Irish, wong with like sumbers of others from
Europe and chowhere, acovpied e tasks, howewer
humdle, and met the challicage,

Scutlements speang up, perbage not resembling the
provertial roso in the dosort, but with staylng power,
o bloswm o Wowns along the Ere Canal, the Usion
Pacific Rallrcad, sad cventually teosghout the Nation.

Ocovpases of temporsry “Irshiowm™ in onginal
stopodis wally moved on to fresh siees. Enoegh work-
ofs remained %0 Relp rear cities 3 well as familics.
They congregated so copiously ln musicipalitics and

3

datricts hat thoy Soally moldod poltacal, social or
religaous coastiluencies and inllscaces which, for bet.
%er or for worse, had 0 be reckoned with

As lrish popelation speead, slthough it wis wel
comed by most carbier scighboes, it aroused resent
ment in varous quarkers and communities. Thas took
an ugly tum in Wo many cwcs

Irish Amecricans [ound themselves being blamed o
all socts of social ills of the 19h Comtexy, for civil
disturbasces, coccoomic depeessions, crime, clansish.
ness and deomivenoss,

Awaslts on Irish and [rish iinttetions occurrad
with fearful frequency and ferocity In some Amerkan
omies. A most fagrant mcident was the burmimg of
two Catholic churches, the killag of socees of Irnh
immigrants sad the destruction of memeroes homes
Philadelphia. Only o threstoned retaliation proventod
a shdlar hegescake outrage in New Yoek City.

Peblic reaction wt in, aad anti-lish outbursts of
hatred and bigotry, while not subsidiog = every aoe-
tiom of the Unisod States, smmered dows. The worst
of these vutbunis in the 19th Century are remem-
bered. if at o, with shame in history sexthooks. A
bving Amencan today, however, does not have 10 be
100 oM w remember secing “No [rish Nood Apply™
sgrs posted oo employment office doors s lactorses,
mals sad busines ovtabdishmcsts well into the MNith
Century.

The reverse side of the picture, not always favor-
sble of Namering o the Teish, depicted mpects of their
“lifo-style™ and thelr lardrome“low profile.”

Mdmmklbwdﬁm wached

the “jinen” is the ric of lrish
fratommal, charable, social or bepevolent socicties.
featernal, charitable, social or benevolent societies, Ex-
pandisg Irish populations sad e sprawlisg locsd
“patches™ in New Yok, Doston, Philadelpdia, and
Charcwea, sad lster in several mad-Wetern cties
such as St. Louls, Chicago and St. Panl were viewod
with something akin o alarm at uppor kovels,

Meager and modot as o pbs and dwellings
often were, the Irsh in America scldomed seemed o
v clsed = a “minorty group,” so maser how
reuch they were treatod as omo. If anything, thoy con-

stawted the majority in masy 2 police kuce. Becine
of a mtwral aptitede for policcal activity, they pro-
ductd a renl force in politics, particn and precinets,

As & rede, the peesumed “Irish vole” (a politically
penfous peosumption, at best) was Democratic. The
“Ast-Jackson Irish™ in Philadelphia, about a century-
and-a-a-hall ago, proved & pandime caception 10 the
mle. The Repoblcan Party masaged 0 oldain and
satify 2 shase of omtdanding publc officials, popelar
candidates and waswerving adherests from among the
Irish.
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Democratic aflilation, ss well as the Republican,
shift moee aad more %0 a powerfel pon-party — the
ift more and more o a powerlel nos-party—the In-
dependeats. The situstion, nevertheless, lasted suffi-
clently long and strong %0 help account for a Preddent
of the Unted States, Spealier of the House, Preddent
of the Seaate, and Attorsey General, all of Irish de-
soent and Al in ofcg At the ame time in the 1960

The old Pogulist Party bad Ignatius Domnclly
well i Mary Ellen Lease, the Kassan who urged farm-
ers 10 "raise s com and more hell”™ Not 0 be
cutdone, the Communie Party of America infiltrated
at Jeast 10 the open presence of two leaders of Irsh
doscont — Wilkam 7Z. Foster and  Elizabeth  Qurkey
Flyan.

Political acemity had simelarmsos that attracted Irih
m the 18th and 191th Centuries, il sot the 20tk Cen-
tury. %0 an oqual extent. Both offerod opportumity for
action and advancement withoul prokeged peeparation
o advanced odecation; compared with the “closed”
peofessions and “high” bwminesses, ey were readily

open.

The ssory of the Irish i the Cril War Is curroacly
recogaized and sdmired w0 kocp the momory green
a century or so later. But ferther generations should
continue to Bear about:

The 150,00 lrish who served on e Usioo side
.« . whole Irish miftaa units such o Mullipan's Brig-
wde, Hibemian Groem, Sanfich] Rifes, and Emmet
Guards . . . complete Irish beigedes and units . .
Gemeral Thomas F. Meagher's brigade mainly from
New York, Massachuwents and Pesssyivanis that fopght
s bard and suffered as much as sy other from e
Neeth . . . Megher was an leish fogitive (rom an Aws-
traliam pemal camp.

Irish servicemen in the Ammy of the Coafederacy
made up i quality and perforsance what ey lost in
numbers. At the front, the generals included Pac Cle-
bern and Joocph Finoigan, Irih militiamen enlistod
from Oharkesion and Richmond o« the outlweak of
war, Chaplains, inclo@ng Father Abram J. Ryan, the
“poct of the Confederacy,” sad others were in both
Southern and Nosthern armios. John Reagan, in the
Coaloderale States  government, was a  Postmanter
General

Bricf as it must be in this space, a chronide or
catalog of the leish coatridetion to the United States
would be unfair and usbalanced-—and dull—withowt »
bt of mention of Irish reprcscatation in this coum-
try's lteratere, relighon. cducation, fee ats, mmic,
theater, sports, science, organiced labor, journalises,
and vinually every other type of cxoential and peo-
ductive human oadeavor.

The Irish peess In the Unbed Stares — Thomss
D'Arey’s “Cel,™ and John Boxle OReilly’s “Bosoa

(Megrodaet fvw Pg rolecton of 1hy LBoy of Catgrens
Johin L. Sallivan i 1852

Pilot” and Patrck Food's “lrish World,” w deculate
% few — inforsecd Irbdy Amcncans and helped them
adjust o hewr mow life and ways

The American cokmics catrusied Johs Dunkp of
Philadelphia with peintisg the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. The best peinter of his day, be set 2 stamd-
ard for later publishers and edibors froms Mautew
Carey of Philadciphia o Peter Collor, founder of
“Coller's Weckly ™

Peter J. McGuire of the Carpenier’s Unkoa, “foun-
dor of Labor Day,” Terence Powderky, who st wp
the Knights of Laboe, John Mitchell, Michae! Quill,
Albent Fitzgerald and Goorge Meany are but & few of
o Iridh names 10 comjure with i the Amenican habor
movemienl, and alssost anywhere che.

On the Amecican stage, appeopristely, the Irish
cast their apell. Unfortunately, not quite, dispeliod is
the sight and sound of the “stage Irshman,” creuted
reporteclly by Billy Wiliams, More likely and likabke
images were put forth by playens o playwritesy auch
w Joda Beogham, Don Boockault, Harrdogion and
Hart, George M. Coban, Eugene O'Neill and James T,
Farrel.

Irish talent, somctites sosing close W pemes, won
firm ploces in ltorature as well, whether in the satire
and fun of Peter Finky Demne or the woeies of F,
Soott Fiorgerald and 2 myriad of other Irish bv.dines.

Sports fans, whether oo not they oo “Cooy At
The Ba,™ exiol the exploits of John L. Ssllivan,
“Gentlemaa Jim Cochett,” Jack Dempsey or Gene
Tusacy. They cheer, 1o, Corncles McGullicuddy, the

s
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President Jobn F. Kennedy

incomparable Connie Mack, Joe McCarthy of the New
Yook Yamkoos and a daxding arrsy of other cham-
piogs of Irish name and fact

More pemsak, with kew shouting or acclaim, bt
with equal %ension and of larger importance in the
with equal tenvion and of Lirger importasce ia the boag
oo, were the bellance and cnlcrprise of such Amer-
wan Insh as Chrissopher Coles, hwdraulic engineer
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who pdvocatod a canal systom between the Hodswos
and Great Lakes; Michsel OShaughnossy, builder of
B project carrying water from 1he mowmiains %o San
Francisoo; mad Joda F, O'Rourke of Tigperary, who
pul throsgh Hudson River tebey and New York City
sebwiry tuneche That calls 10 mind James P. Holland,
wvenlor of the sebmaring

Pairick Barry, the hoeticulturalist, Michaed Codahy
of meat packing rosown, James Butler, who estab-
Bshed one of th cowtry’s fiest grocery store chades,
and

Well, this must stop somewhere, Irish related pes-
soniges O jast pliin porsoms who contributed to the
health, welfare, education, security, peogress and hap-
pemcss of the Unived States cosld be lissod page after
pape. Even then, chorishod names that osght to be
more famibar would inadvertestly be skipped over,
Public libvanies aad private hoses contain a great deal
more dita and divertation han Is powible in this
brochure

The Irnh bovitage b not o by kwpoten or dows-
pradod. Nee should any American, of any time or age
or position, forpet this heritage which, with other hon-
estly peowd, cthoic aed naticasd cloments ploced to-
gether, make ep the magnificent aad durable mosaic
that is Americo.

The stocy of the American Irish could go ca for-
cver, and probably will. If that scoms exaggerated,
Ind or otherwise, samply conchede that the Irish
never Exe %0 say good-bye.

(18)
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A Historical Glance Backwards —
Irish Women of America

By KATHRYN M. MURPHY

IReprwe o Tog Anerian irah Buavderaw Cowmimie!

Katrys M. Marphy s on Arckivisr with the Navlonad
Archlves, Wailiwpson, D.C.

A unigee curreat project spossored by the Ameri-
can Irsh Bicentennial Committee Is an ongolag com:
pllatica of a Bographical dictiosary comisting of
min-bhographies of Irsh Amerkan women. So ssany

PREL]E

manifested n a high percoatage of progeny who &s-
tingubshed themselves b their contributicns v the
United States and its developing culture. Amoeg those
who had sothers of Irish descent we find the follow.
wg: General Joda Sullivan, Revokstivnasy War hero;
Sduyklabof—rdbbtmbder;mm-
Howells, sovelst; Philllp Baery, plavaright; Robert
A, Iku:&ry temorist; Willlam E. Borsk US. Sen-
s, Major Edward Bowes of rado fame.
Thomas F. Byroes, celebrated detective; Pierce Buthor,
Court Justice; Picroe Buthor, first US. Sep-
South Carodns; Franklis Picroe, Fourtecnth
whent of the US,; Stephen Russell Malloey, Sec-
retary of the Comfederate Nawvy; William Kally, laves-
tor of the Bessemer steel makieg process; Patrick

gi
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velt and Govemor of Sosth Casolisa; Nathan Allen,
muscun and composer; Joba Sagkion Copley, Art-
ist: Michae) Codaby. meat packer: George B. Dealey,
Texas newspaper publisher; James Augustus Fareell,
President of US. Stecl; James Vincent Foerestal, Flest
Seceetary of Dvlense: Jamws Gillespie Blaine, US,
Senaor, Secretary of State, Presidential Candidsce;
Menry Inman, Unwa solficr and author, Gerand C.
Brandoa, Governor of Missaippi; Robert Maitland
OReilly, Surgeon Geacral. US. Army: Richasd Crane
OBrica, US. Comul General o Algiers dering the
Barbary Wars, seae] Pucions, Governor of Alabasia;
Charkes Callaban Perking, art critic; Henry Bradley
Plast, founder of the Plant system of ssilieaads; Wil
am Plumer, US, Senator from New Hampshice, Dr.
Wright Post, cawly surgeon of New York; Lazarus
Whitehead Powell, Govermnor of Keotocky sad Senator
from that state prioe 8o the Cowil War; Lucken Whit
oy Powell, artivt; Edmond Thomex Quinn, sculplor;
Augustus Saint-Goodens famed sculpior of “Grief™;
LeBarca Beadfoed Prince, jerist, awthor, and Temi-
toriel Gowernoe of New Meskco, Thomas McKean,
ugeer of the Declaration of Iadependence; Boake Car-
wer, jpurnalic sad radio commentstor; Philip Synge,
perommcnt siversmith of e Revolationary War period

As wives they played similarly inflecstial roles in
e lives of Jeflerson Davis, Presideat of the Confed-
oracy: Pottor Padmer, Hnancier; Willlam Page, carly
portrait paimter; Theodore Prosser, musc publisher;
Oliver Pollock, carly Snmacier; Chauncy Ofcotr, sctor
and singer; ad many others whose lives are woven
nto the tapestry of the Amernican cxpericnos,

A Rewolutiomary War heroine widely acclaimed is
Margarct Coecoran Cochin, who was borm in Ponesyl-
vania in 1751, When she win five years of age, an
In&an rad beft her father deod and her mother wd-
docted. Mugarct spent ber chikdhood with kindly
friends, Liter marrymg John Corbin, an carly cnlisice
in the Pensaybomis artillery 2t Matross, Margaret
follkowed him % war in nooacombalast scrvice, bet
lesencd his maltary skille. Whon be wis Lilled bessde
Ms gun at the Battk of Fr. Washington i 1776,
Margaret took his ploce mssisting ihe gusscr. She nd-
fered severe breaal and shoslder wousds., Called
“Captain Molly™ by her comrades, she wix granted 2
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penswon by e Board of War, becoming the first
woman pensioner @ Uniled Stales hatory.

Mary Corcoran was mother of five soms who served
in the Revolytionary Army, Bom in leelaad, she was
e daughter of Caplals George Coecoran. Elopleg

with Fames Pettigrow. a stodest ot Trinity College,
Dublin, in 1731, sbe resided in Delaware, Pensayl.

vanie, Virgista and North Carolna

The twin spirits of courage ssd adventure mans-
fested themsedves o such personaloies as Rose O'Nelll
Greenhow, colobrated Coafoderate spy, whose espio-
csage was crodiled with Confolorste wccow at the
frst Batthe of Bull Ren. Her wartime assgnments in
cluded special misdons %o the Britivh and French courts

The cause of temperance wies seeved by Eliza Dan-
whs Stewart and Carrie Mooee Nation: equal rights
for women by Ablgsil Kelly Foser, abolitionist sed
lecturer on women's rights who inspieed Lacy Swoee,
the founder of the group bearing ber owa name
which carly resisted e use of thelr hushands’ names
and retained heir own masden mames (Lucy Stoners)

Ancther wis Kate Kenoody who gt in the San
Francisco school system for thirty years, later being
isstrumcetal = obtinisg from the Califorsia Su-
preme Court a tuling which established the founda-
tion of teacher tesure. The camwe of labor equality
and adveacement of women was SUCCERs-
fully by Kate Barsard, Leonoea O'Reilly and [kra-
both Gerley Fiyne, 2 labor leader who affated with
the Industrial Workers of the World in 1912, and also
became a fowsder of the American Civil Libertics
Union.

Most famed woman = the American bbor move-
ment was “Mother Jomes™ (Mary Harels Jones), boen
in Cork. From 1577 1o bher death 3 1930, she was o
powerfel force. A dramatic exareple of her system of
paining publc sympathy aad support was her leading
of a caravan of siriking children on 3= overlasd march
from the textile mils of Kensagion, Peansylvania 1o
the home of President Thoeodore Roosevelt in Oysier

Bay, New York in 1908, thes striking » blow apaisal
the evik of child labor,

Numerous women served In educational fiekds oa all
kvele A prime cxample wa the usique contributhon
of Ana Sullivan = teacher of the deaf, dumb and
biad Melen Keller. Sister Jolie McGroarty, borma in
Donegal, Ircland founded Trinity College s Washing
ton, DC. in 1397, amablshing standards of excel-
kence and objectivity that placed Trinily among the
top women’s colleges of the Nation.

Women of Irah Sncage coatribsted in solablc
number 10 the performing ats. The names of Ethel
Darrymore, Helen Hayes, Groce Kelly, Laurette Tay-
lor, Jeanse Eagles, Rosalind Rexscll, and Miznic Mad-
den Fiske all stmulate eecollections in the best in
Amwrican drama. Alice Brady in Bght opera and oper-
oflas is Josg remembeorad, an are dascen such s [aa-
dora Duncan, who phoacerad in daring art forms, aad
Lola Mostez, born in Limerick, who bocame a2 Bving
legend in ber own time.

The abutract pomtings of Georgia O'Koofle place
ber smong focemont American srtists. Rose O'Neill,
creator of the "Kewple @oll™ dad an outstanding
career a illeatraioe, poctoss and noveliag,

Kate O'Fladerty Chapin, e author who vividly
poctrayed Louniana Creole §e, gained a phce among
the grests of American indigenow Eerature.

Sister Anthony O'Conecll from Cosaty Limerck,
lecland wan dstinguisked among murwes of the Civil

‘ar. rendering cutstanding service o the US. Army
modSical corps, later bocoming a fowndress of a
hospital.

These are but 2 scamt sumber of the interesting
women who appear amosg the pages of the coming
peblication. Fach biography will tell s own stoey
and repeatedly the seader will find himself recogniz-
ing thoe okl wied and tue adage that “truth i
stranger than fction.™ The Bves and carcors described
therein sorve s valld memocials 10 thne who lived
them.
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To Peggy O°Neill

IN LOVING MEMORY W
Frank

With Love
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IRISH EMIGRATION
TO THE UNITED STATES

Irish emigration 10 North America begas befoee the
end of the 17th contery aad, since then, the Brish of
i raditioms have boen a promincnt foece in Amer-
wan life.

The Sgures m the following table, which are approx-
imale, indicate the thythm of Irich emigration % the
US. since the 1320

1320/ 1840 700,000
{Anooal Average 35000)
1350/1380 2,500,000
(Aanul Average 62,500)
188071930 1,500,000
{Anowmal Average 30,000)
198071965 231,000
(Annsal Average 6.600)
196571973 16,000

(Asausl Average 2.000)

It is estimated that by 1776, when @e ladepead-
ence of the Usited States was declared, there were
some 200,00 Irsh-born persons asong e two and »
halfl millice Americans in the ooginal Stases. Emigra-
thioa from Ireland contivesd throughowst the 15th cen-
tary and by 1790 there were approximately 35,000
Irish in the United Statex Many of the omigrants of
the 17th and 18th conturies were Dissenters, chicfly
Presbyterians from the sorth of the country, who saf-
fered oqually with Catholics under the Posal Laws

Inshmen of all denominations played a sgnificant
rok in the American Revolution and ot s estimated
thet they made up approximascly cac-thind of Wah-
ington's Army. Four signateres of the Declaration of
Indcpesdence were Iridh-boen (sov the folkming anti-
cle by Cyril White). At kast sine otder signatures
were of Irbh docent, Irnhmen who achieved peomi.
nenoe durieg e Revolutiosary period  included:
Charks Thomeon, the First Secretary of the Conti-
ncotal Congress; William levine, Commander of the
Peansylvania Regimest; Stephen Moylan, Aldo-de-
Camp 10 Wshington and biter Quaricrmaster Gen-
eral of the continemal armry, Fdwand Hand, Major
Generad in Command of the Westenm froaticr; asd
James McHenry, Secrctary of War undor Washingsoa
(seo the following amiclke by Sean Farrell).

The rate of Irsh omigration o the United Stales
incremed dramatically in the early 19h century aad
reached its peak In the peried followieg the Great Fam.
ine (1845 %0 1849) when the soclal sad ccosomic
strocture of [refand collapnad. The bulk of those who
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cigraled were small farmers driven from thelr home-
Lnd by eviction, cacesive zenls, poverty amd starva-
son. M ois estimated than within five years from the
sant of the Famme over two million people, close o
15 porcont of the lrish popelation, crmigrated or died
at home feom starvation or discase.

The struggie of the 191h century Irbd imumigrant in
the Usited States for acooptance and full participation
in American life & coc of he great secooss stories of
modern Amoncan history. Whike ladividusls achicved
dstinction as wrilers, artets and emrepreacurs, the
preat mass of Inish smmigrants were, om their arival,
viniually penniless. Nowvertheless they  dwought  with
thom the expenence of masas poltical orgization

frish  emigramts leaving Queensiown
fnow Cobh) Norbowr, o detail of on
enmgraviag frome The Iustrared Losdon
News of Seprember, 1874 (Naviomal
Library of treland)



which was a feature of politics in Ireland throsghout
the 185 century. They spplied this experience ener-
getically i the Unined States and they aro somctimes
crodited with founding the modern mus urbas poli-
tics of their country of adopdon (see folkvwing article
by Thomas N. Beows). Their struggle for acceptance
was completely seccendul, o much that their descend.-
sats, sccording %0 recemt rescasch on the demography
of ethoicity dome at the Chicagn Nationsl Opinion Re-
wearch Centre, are the second most successful group
in modern day United Stases, in terms of natiosal
average income, education achicvement and oocups-
Gonal prestige (see following article by Andrew M,
Greeley ).

Politics, ane of the peincipal levers of social moddl.
ity mad by the 19th century Irsh-Amencan, has boen
their charactoristic passion. At keast 12 Previdents of
the Usited States have boen of Trish desceat and Trish
Arsericans confinue 50 play a role in the polsical af-
fairs of the United Stales dnpecpuctionale o their

numcrical streagth. They alo coatiope %0 be proms-
neot in the public service, notably the Army, Pobce

and Public Admisistration Service at ol Jewels,

Irtsh emigrants Beought with them % the United
States the Irish gifts for words aad among their de-
seadsses were Eugene O'Neill, F. Scoir FloeGerald
soclaimed s being
amoag the greatest Ameracan dramatists, sovelnts and
pocts of the 20th Century (see following article by

and Mariaane Mooee, wideh

Margaret O Beien)

Emigratioa from Irclsad hax vietually comod in re-
cent years. In 1930 there were approximately 750,000
Irish-bom persons in the United Statex, while in 1970
there were caly 250,000, The number of Irbsh emi-
grating w0 the United States have fallen below 2,000
per anpwm in recoat yeans, but the Irih in the United
State, tha