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                    St. Patrick’s Parade of Washington, D.C.

  Thank You - Fundraiser Hosts

Thank you to all who support the St. Patrick’s Parade of Washington, 
D.C., fundraisers. A special thanks to the pub owners for hosting, the 
musicians and dance schools for donating their time year after year!

2015 Parade Fundraisers

The Limerick Pub
Wheaton, MD

Flanagan’s Harp & Fiddle
Bethesda, MD

The Irish Channel
Washington, DC

Kelly’s Irish Times
Washington, DC

Murphy’s of Virginia
Alexandria, VA

Ireland’s Four Provinces
Falls Church, VA

The Irish Channel 
Crofton, MD

Ireland’s Four Courts
Arlington, VA
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2015
44th Annual

St. Patrick’s Parade of Washington, D.C.
The Nation’s Parade

“Irish Heart in the Nation’s Capital”

United States National Anthem

Irish National Anthem    
 
Invocation                  

Master of Ceremonies 

Embassy of Ireland                                                 

Grand Marshals     

Gael of the Year     

Division Marshals    

MSG Antonio Giuliano
US Army

Daniel F. Sullivan

Reverend Monsignor Salvatore A. Criscuolo

 James J. Cooney

                                   Mr. Kevin Comny
Deputy Chief of Mission

                                               
Jack O’Brien and

John McInerney posthumously represented by  
Louise Verret

Theresa Cullinane

PJ Fitzgerald
Doug Wheeler

Allison Wetterauw
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 Presidential Proclamation
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The St. Patrick’s Parade Committee of Washington, D.C. would 
like to thank the following very generous and loyal donors 

for their continued support.

  Thank You

GOLD SPONSORS

The Dupont Circle Hotel

Aer Lingus

Rí Rá Irish Pubs

Irish Rose

American Foundation for Irish Heritage

Thomas & Melinda Mooney

Diana Sullivan

Fairmont Design
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  Thank You

Celtic
JL Tree Service
Patricia O’Brien
The McHugh Family
The Irish American Club
Mark Tuohey

Shamrock
In Memory of Alice Johnson
Louise Verret
Theresa and John Cullinane
Edward H. Moseley
Dennis & Pam Lucey
Kathy & Steve Perencevich
The Greater Washington Ceili Club

Michael O’Brien
Carl Lancaster
Stacy Abler
Jennifer Fleschute
Rose M. Jochum
Lee Williams
5LFKDUG�.HQH¿FN

Timothy W. O’Brien
John Cosgrove
The Finnegan Family
Luella & Philip Mast
Carol Wheeler
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John McInerney and Jack 
O’Brien, spearheaded 
relentless lobbying, 
fundraising, and public 
relations efforts to gain 
and sustain support for 
a memorial honoring 
Commodore Barry, an 
Irish immigrant of County 
Wexford, at the United 
States Naval Academy 
(USNA).  

From 2007-2014 John 
McInerney and Jack O’Brien 

worked tirelessly in tandem to see to fruition the dedication of a 
PHPRULDO�WR�&RPPRGRUH�%DUU\��)LUVW�)ODJ�2I¿FHU��8QLWHG�6WDWHV�1DY\��
at the Naval Academy.  The planning of this memorial was watched 
by all of Irish-America over nearly a decade.  

On December 22, 2005, the Congress passed Public Law 109-142, 
³7KH�%DUU\�5HVROXWLRQ´�UHFRJQL]LQJ�&RPPRGRUH�%DUU\�DV�WKH�¿UVW�
)ODJ�2I¿FHU�RI�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�1DY\���'HVSLWH�WKLV�&RQJUHVVLRQDO�
distinction, McInerney and O’Brien’s formal proposals and appeals 
to have a memorial erected on the grounds of USNA were rejected 
¿UVW�LQ������DQG�DJDLQ�LQ��������8QGHWHUUHG��2¶%ULHQ�DUJXHG�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�UHPHPEHULQJ�³+RZ�D�¿QH�RI¿FHU�DQG�JHQWOHPDQ�VXFK�
DV�&RPPRGRUH�%DUU\�FDQ�EH�DQ�LQVSLUDWLRQ�WR�IXWXUH�RI¿FHUV�RI�WKH�
Navy and Marine Corps.  We are asking that the Barry Memorial 
be placed in a prominent space in the Academy’s Yard so that 
PLGVKLSPHQ��RI¿FHUV��DQG�WKH�SXEOLF�ZLOO�NQRZ�RI�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�
WKH�1DY\¶V�¿UVW�)ODJ�2I¿FHU�́ ��0F,QHUQH\�WRRN�WR�WKH�KDOOV�RI�&RQJUHVV�
and AOH National President Seamus Boyle activated present and 
IRUPHU�1DY\�RI¿FLDOV�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD��&RPPRGRUH�%DUU\¶V�VWDWLRQ�LQ�
FRPEDW�DQG�¿QDO�UHVWLQJ�SODFH��

  Grand Marshals - 
  John McInerney & Jack O’Brien

Michael O’Brien
Carl Lancaster
Stacy Abler
Jennifer Fleschute
Rose M. Jochum
Lee Williams
5LFKDUG�.HQH¿FN

Timothy W. O’Brien
John Cosgrove
The Finnegan Family
Luella & Philip Mast
Carol Wheeler
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McInerney and O’Brien’s work was inspirational enough to those who 
witnessed it that they succeeded in raising more than $250,000 for 
the project.  The memorial, plaza, and gate to Commodore Barry 
were donated to the United States Navy and the people of the United 
States by the Ancient Order of Hibernians and allied Irish and Irish-
American organizations.  No public funds were used for the project.

While their dedication to the Barry Project would certainly be 
enough to merit this worthy distinction as Parade Grand Marshal, the 
reality is that this is only one of the large-scale projects of national 
VLJQL¿FDQFH�WKH�GXR�KDV�OHG���,Q�WKH�����¶V�0F,QHUQH\�DQG�2¶%ULHQ�
were the drivers of the Irish Brigade Monument in Sharpsburg, MD, 
memorializing those lost from the almost exclusively Irish-American 
¿JKWLQJ�XQLWV�DW�WKH�%DWWOH�RI�$QWLHWDP�LQ�6HSWHPEHU���������7KDW�
project, like the Barry Memorial, faced tremendous setbacks.  The 
perseverance, resilience, and positive attitude demonstrated 
throughout these projects by McInerney and O’Brien in the face of 
challenges, uncertainty, and naysaying is a tremendous example of 
the outstanding historical will of Irish America.

These modern Irish-American men have gone to extraordinary 
lengths to memorialize outstanding Irish-Americans who shared their 
tenacity and values; we would do well to honor them in the highest 
manner possible.

John McInerney passed 
away unexpectedly 
on May 7, 2014, three 
days before the May 
10, 2014, dedication of 
the memorial at USNA. 
His wife and strongest 
supporter, Louise Verret, 
survives him.  

  Grand Marshals - 
  John McInerney & Jack O’Brien
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  Grand Marshals - 
  John McInerney & Jack O’Brien   Grand Marshal - Jack O’Brien

Jack O’Brien is a native Washingtonian born to Anne McCarthy 
O’Brien from Skibbereen, County Cork  and Thomas O’Brien from 
Tralee, County Kerry.  Jack is married to Regina O’Brien, having two 
children, Timothy and Stephen, three grand children, Casey O’Brien, 
Alexander O’Brien, and Zachary O’Brien.
 
He was educated at St. Martin’s parish school, McKinley Technical 
High School and apprenticed in printing at Judd & Detweiler 
producers of the National Geographic magazine.  As a Journeyman 
printer he worked at all of the Washington newspapers, The 
Washington Star, The Washington Post and The Washington Daily 
News.  After his time at the DC newspapers he spent 37 years at 
WKH�86�*RYHUQPHQW�3ULQWLQJ�2I¿FH���$V�D�PHPEHU�RI��&ROXPELD�
7\SRJUDSKLFDO�8QLRQ������WKH�ROGHVW�ORFDO�XQLRQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������
he served as Chapel Chairman, Scale committeeman, Convention 
Delegate and Chairman of the Red Cross blood program at the GPO.
 
Along with his parents who were members of the Irish American 
Club, his siblings Tommy, Michael & Kathleen enjoyed many socials 
such as moonlight cruises on the Potomac, picnics at  Blob’s Park, 
dances and participation in the original St. Patrick’s parade 44 years 
ago, as well as all since.
 
Jack belonged to many Irish organizations such as the Irish American 
Club, Irish Cultural Society, Irish Northern Aid, Irish National 
Caucus,  Friends of Sinn Fein,  Glucksman Ireland House NYU and 
Ancient Order of Hibernians. Over the years Jack worked closely 
with Matt Hannan, Mike Mooney and John McInerney  and many 
RWKHU�VXSSRUWHUV�RQ�,ULVK�&XOWXUDO�SURMHFWV�DW�$QWLHWDP�%DWWOH¿HOG��
*HWW\VEXUJ�%DWWOH¿HOG�DQG�WKH�86�1DYDO�$FDGHP\�LQ�$QQDSROLV�
 
The local and national Irish community supported all of the many 
projects without which they could not have been a reality.  Thanks to 
all who believed it could all be accomplished!
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  Grand Marshal - John McInerney

%RUQ�LQ�3LWWVEXUJK��3HQQV\OYDQLD�RQ�2FWREHU�����������-RKQ�0F,QHUQH\�
was the second of six children of Irish-immigrant parents.  John’s 
father, Michael, was from Shanavogh East, County Clare and his 
mother, Margaret, came from Derryinver, County Galway. 

He was educated at Holy Rosary School and Taylor Allderdice High in 
Pittsburgh. John then became a Catholic seminarian with the Society 
RI�6W��3DXO�LQ�&DQ¿HOG��2KLR��'XH�WR�7\SH�,�GLDEHWHV�RQVHW��-RKQ�OHIW�
the seminary. He studied at the University of Pittsburgh and eventually 
graduated from the University of Maryland.   John became a history 
and journalism teacher at North Catholic in Pittsburgh and at two 
Catholic schools in the D.C. area. He later joined AARP where he 
worked as an administrator until retirement.  His marriage to Louise 
Verret of New Brunswick, Canada, provided him with three decades of 
love and support. With Louise, John traveled to Ireland, Italy, and the 
Holy Land. Upon return, he would share notes and photographs with 
his sister Kathleen, his older brother, Patrick (d), and younger brothers 
Michael (d), Joseph and James. Also, John’s three nephews, Jason, 
Michael and James, and three grand-nephews, Jason, Jeremy and 
-XVWLQ��EHQH¿WHG�IURP�-RKQ¶V�ORYH�DQG�IULHQGVKLS��

John always served.  He was president of the College Station Home 
Owners Association for over a decade. He was a Eucharistic Minister 
involved in all aspects of parish life at the Holy Family Church of 
Mitchellville. He served as president of both the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians John F. Kennedy Division and the District of Columbia State 
Board.  With his best friend, Jack O’Brien, he worked on the Irish 
Brigade Monument at Antietam and the restoration of Gettysburg 
%DWWOH¿HOG�0HPRULDOV��)LQDOO\��ZLWK�-DFN��KH�KHOSHG�DFKLHYH�WKH�-RKQ�
Barry Gate and Memorial Plaza at the United States Naval Academy. 
On May 7, 2014, John passed away at his home in Largo, Maryland, 
three days prior to the Barry dedication. He is buried at Notre Dame 
des Sept Douleurs in Edmundston, Canada.  

John always loved the Washington D.C. St. Patrick’s Day Parade. Being 
a Grand Marshal today, alongside Jack O’Brien, would have touched 
his Irish heart. 
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Theresa Cullinane was born in 
Castleisland, County Kerry, to the late 
William and Mai Carmody.  She has 
three sisters and one brother.  Her 
sisters, along with dozens of cousins, 
nieces and nephews live in Ireland.  Her 
brother and his family live in Australia.

Theresa met her husband, John, in 
�����DW�KHU�KRPH�LQ�,UHODQG���-RKQ��
who was born in Washington DC, 
was visiting his grandparents and 

other family members in and around Castleisland. This trip started 
the romance that was to lead Theresa to emigrate to the U.S.A. 
LQ�)HEUXDU\��������7KHUHVD�DQG�-RKQ�PDUULHG�-DQXDU\���WK���������
They are blessed with three wonderful children, Johnny, married to 
Annie Sikoris, Anne-Marie married to Joseph Aiello and Brian, born 
on Theresa’s birthday, married to Mary Kate Zabroske. They are also  
blessed with three wonderful granddaughters, Caitlin, Danielle and 
Ciara.  For the past 50 years, Theresa and John have lived in N.E. 
Washington, next door to the house John grew up in, with his parents, 
John (also from Castleisland) and Margaret, and his three brothers 
and one sister. 

Theresa is a long-time member of the Irish American Club (IAC) and 
served in various positions, including her current role as Treasurer.  
She has been extremely active in the organization of meetings, 
UHFHSWLRQV��GDQFHV�DQG�D�YDULHW\�RI�,$&�IXQFWLRQV�JLYLQJ�PDQ\�VHOÀHVV�
hours to ensuring that the objectives of the IAC are met.

Theresa has been a dedicated volunteer for the Society of African 
Missions (SMA) missionaries in the Takoma Park area.  The SMA is an 
Irish order that was founded to bring the word of God to Africa during 
the terrible strife on the continent.  The IAC and SMA have enjoyed a 
wonderful bond over the years and every year IAC sponsors a Fund 
Raiser for the SMA Lay Missionaries located in Takoma Park.  

  Gael of the Year 
  Theresa Cullinane  Grand Marshal - John McInerney
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Theresa has also been a part of Providence Hospital for the past 47 
\HDUV���,Q������7KHUHVD�VWDUWHG�KHU�FDUHHU�DQG�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�KHOG�
many different positions until she retired two years ago as Director of 
Patient Access.  Theresa volunteered in various efforts to raise money 
for the underserved that Providence provides care for every day, 
regardless of their ability to pay for the services.  For more than 30 
years Theresa volunteered in chairing the annual auctions, which was 
one of the largest fundraising events for the hospital. Over the years 
the annual Gala raised millions of dollars for the various programs at 
Providence needing funding /equipment in order to provide care for 
the needy.  

(YHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�LV�RI¿FLDOO\�UHWLUHG��7KHUHVD�LV�FXUUHQWO\�3UHVLGHQW�
of Providence Hospital’s Ladies of Charity whose motto is to “Serve 
rather than be Served”.  In this role, Theresa continues her volunteer 
work at Carroll Manor Nursing Facility and also assisting with keeping 
the Clothes Closet for the needy at supplied with adequate clothing/
shoes for many homeless patients Providence serves on a daily basis. 
Theresa is recipient of many awards, including the Sr. Ann Robb 
award, 2014 volunteer of the year awarded by the D.C. Health Care 
$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�LV�DQ�$I¿OLDWH�RI�WKH�&RPSDQ\�RI�WKH�'DXJKWHUV�RI�
Charity. 

When Theresa came to this country, like all other emigrants, she 
depended on her friends and neighbors from Castleisland to help get 
through those times when homesickness set in.  To this day, Theresa 
continues her relationships with the same friends from Castleisland 
who have been a part of her life since the beginning. Theresa is very 
happy that her children and grandchildren have a great in interest in 
Ireland and love to visit all their aunts and cousins.  In addition, her 
three granddaughters enjoy their weekly Irish dance classes, and she 
is extremely proud of their accomplishments. Theresa and John have 
frequent visitors from Ireland and they make everyone feel welcome 
and will always do what they can to make every trip to the U.S. 
special.  It is well known that their home is the place to visit for all 
family and friends from Ireland.  

  Gael of the Year
  Theresa Cullinane
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P. J. Fitzgerald was born and raised in 
the Claddagh section of Galway City, 
County Galway, Ireland.  He immigrated 
to the United States as an adult, but 
always maintained his Irish identity.  
His name is known and respected in 
all areas of the Washington, D.C. Irish 
Community.  

He has been an active member of the 
Irish American Club (IAC) since his 

arrival in the United States assisting fellow immigrants upon their 
arrival on our shores.  He has served in many positions in the IAC 
including the position of President.  For years he has hosted IAC 
functions, and served as a key in the preparation of refreshments, 
dinners, and beverages for all who attended.  P.J. has also been 
active in the Knights of Columbus and has hosted many K of C 
receptions and dinners throughout the years. He has also served 
as the Grand Knight for his Division.

P.J. has been a member of the St. Patrick’s Parade Committee of 
Washington, D.C. since its inception, working tirelessly to organize 
the parade and ensuring that Honorees are carefully looked after 
at the muster area prior to the parade. The parade is a Fitzgerald 
family tradition. His wife Sue, their six children and their families 
all participate in various aspects of the parade each year. In 
addition, the Fitzgerald’s have been extremely active in Irish 
'DQFH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��DUHD���3�-�¶V�¿YH�GDXJKWHUV�
are all highly skilled Irish dancers, who have entertained at Parade 
Committee fund-raisers and functions for many years.  

P.J. embodies the Irish spirit, always ready with a smile, a helping 
hand, or good story.  The St. Patrick’s Parade Committee of 
Washington, D.C. is  delighted to honor P.J. for his many years of 
dedication to the Parade Committee and the Irish Community.

  Division Marshal - PJ Fitzgerald



12                      2015 St. Patrick’s Parade of Washington, D.C.

  Division Marshal
  Doug Wheeler

Douglas Wheeler was born and raised in 
Silver Spring, Maryland.  Doug served as a 
Washington, D.C., Fire Department (DCFD) 
¿UH¿JKWHU�DQG�URVH�WR�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�
Battalion Chief before retiring in 2000 after 
34 years of service.   While with the DCFD, 
he played a major role in organizing the 
(PHUDOG�6RFLHW\�)LUH¿JKWHUV�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��
'�&���D�¿UH¿JKWHU�EDVHG�IUDWHUQDO�DQG�IDPLO\�
organization whose goals are to forward 
the Irish tradition, give families of similar 

interest a place to meet, and raise money for charity.  Since the 
founding of the Emerald Society in 1979, Doug served in a number of 
leadership positions and continues to serve throughout his retirement 
years. The Emerald Society uniformed marching unit has marched in 
HYHU\�'�&��6W��3DWULFN¶V�SDUDGH���)LUH¿JKWLQJ�DQG�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�
Emerald Society is a family tradition.  Doug’s son, Doug Wheeler, Jr., 
LV�D�'&�)LUH¿JKWHU�DQG�FXUUHQWO\�VHUYHV�DV�WKH�0HPEHUVKLS�GLUHFWRU�
for the Emerald Society.

In addition to his association with the Emerald Society, Doug has 
been a faithful and hard-working member of the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade Committee of Washington, D.C.  For many years, Doug 
took on the responsibility of organizing the parade line-up, and 
overseeing line-up mustering on parade day.  He functioned as the 
Parade Liaison with the DCFD and was instrumental in arranging for 
WKH�IDPHG�ODGGHU�ÀDJ�DUFK��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
'&)'¶V�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ��ZLWK�¿UH�HTXLSPHQW��
in the parade.  For years Doug has been a 
dedicated, hard-working, and reliable member 
of the Parade Committee.  

Doug is a proud supporter of the St. Patrick’s 
Parade of Washington, D.C., and is honored to 
be selected a 2015 Parade Division Marshal.
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  Division Marshal
  Allison Wetterauw

Allison Wetterauw, the 2014 Washington, 
DC Rose of Tralee, is a senior Media 
Studies student at The Catholic University 
of America (CUA) in Washington, D.C.  
Although Connecticut is “home,” having 
been in DC for four years, Allison is 
proud to be a part of the greater DC Irish 
Community.  Allison has served in multiple 
leadership roles during her academic 
career.  Most recently, she has worked as a 
Resident Assistant and was selected as the 

Captain of the Irish Dance Team on campus.  Allison is the President 
of the CUA Gaels, the Irish cultural organization on the university 
campus.

The past year, Allison had the 
chance to visit Ireland twice 
and tour all over the country 
and participate in the Rose of 
Tralee festival in Co. Kerry. The 
festival is about Irish Heritage 
and celebrates what it means to 
be an Irish woman 
today. It is one 
of the oldest and 
biggest festivals in 
Ireland, of which 
Allison was honored to be a part. She was even interviewed on live 
national Irish Television by the famous Dáithí Ó Sé!

Like so many American second and third generation daughters and 
sons of Irish immigrants, Allison is proud of her heritage (Irish and 
Dutch).  To her, “Irishness” means reaching out to assist those in-
need.  She takes service seriously and recognizes the big shoes left 
E\�RXU�DQFHVWRUV�PRGHUQ�,ULVK�$PHULFDQV�WR�¿OO���
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After the Boston Marathon Bombing of 2013 Allison led an effort 
to support an Irish dancer who was injured in the blast and whose 
brother perished. The collaborative national effort was facilitated by 
Allison and the CUA Irish Dancers in a dance-off that raised more 
than $500 for the young victim-dancer.

Allison recognizes that to honor the past, we must perpetuate 
tradition and culture.  She has been Irish dancing for 15 years and 
has enjoyed every minute of it even with the muscle aches, blisters 
and late-night practices!  The history of the rhythms and set dances 
even the curly wigs and rigid posture, tell the story of the Irish 
struggle, tradition and faith. When Allison dances, she shares this 
story with her audience.

The St. Patrick’s Parade of Washington, D.C. is proud to honor Allison 
as a Division Marshal.

  Division Marshal
 Allison Wetterauw

There were several Irishmen in Christopher Columbus crew. But the 
one who stands out most is Patrick Maguire. In 1492, Irish-born 
0DJXLUH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�FUHZ�PHPEHU�RI�&KULVWRSKHU�&ROXPEXV¶�WR�VHW�
foot on North American ground.

The White House was designed by an Irishman, Mr. James Hoban. 
Kilkenny-born Hoban, studied architecture in Dublin, and is believed 
to have based his plan for the U.S. presidential home on Ireland’s 
Leinster House, now home of the Dail Éireann.

http://www.irishcentral.com/roots/Irish-American-trivia-10-patriotic-
facts-about-the-Irish-in-America.html 

  Did You Know?
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In December 2014, the D.C. Irish community lost one of its most 
memorable members, Alice Johnson of Riverdale, Maryland.   
Born Alice Murphy in Tullahaught, County. Kilkenny, Ireland, she 
maintained a home there and visited as often as possible.  Alice was 
a nurse who used her caring manner and skills to serve patients as 
diverse as soldiers returning from Dunkirk during World War II and 
sick and dying in nursing homes, hospitals and private homes.  She 
arrived in the United States in 1947 following World War II as the 
young bride of Ralph Johnson, an American soldier whom she met in 
London.  They settled in the Washington, D.C. area in 1952

For six decades, Alice was a model of Irish spirit and strength in the 
Washington, D.C. Irish Community.  She volunteered for and held 
leadership posts in the Irish American Club, the Ladies Auxiliary 
of the Ancient Order of Hibernians,  and of course the St. Patrick’s 
Parade Committee of Washington, D.C.  She has the distinction of 
EHLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]HUV�RI�WKH�¿UVW�6W��3DWULFN¶V�3DUDGH�LQ�'�&��
44 years ago.  She was honored as our Gael of the Year in 2001 
DQG�DJDLQ�DV�D�'LYLVLRQ�0DUVKDO�LQ��������$OLFH�KHOG�WKH�DQQXDO�
UHFRUG�IRU�VHOOLQJ�IXQGUDLVLQJ�UDIÀH�WLFNHWV�IRU�WKH�6W��3DWULFN¶V�3DUDGH�
Committee. 

For years Alice was also a “Godmother” to the young Irish who 
come to the United States, hosting them in her home, helping them 
WR�¿QG�MREV�DQG�IULHQGV��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�
encouraging them to become active in 
Irish organizations and events.  Her active 
involvement with St. Bernard’s Church 
including her involvement with the Sodality 
continued unabated for years.  Alice had 
an extraordinary ripple effect on the Irish 
community in our area. Her children and 
grandchildren can attest to her good humor, 
eloquent storytelling, and, yes, her famous 
Irish soda bread and scones.  

Alice will be missed by all. 

In Memory Of Alice Johnson
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BANDS 

Auburn High School Marching Band, Auburn, AL
District of Columbia Fire Department Emerald Society 
     Pipes & Drums
Dominion High School Marching Titans, Sterling, VA
Mass Destruction Marching Band, Baltimore, MD
Randolph-Macon Acadamy Band,  Front Royal, VA
Virginia Women’s Institute for Leadership Corps of Cadets
William C. McGinnis Middle School Marching Band, Perth Amboy, NJ

DANCE GROUPS

Boyle School of Irish Dance, VA
Culkin School of Traditional Irish Dance, MD
Duffy School of Irish Dance, MD
Fraternidad Folkorica Cultura, VA
Hunt School of Irish Dance, MD
Hurley School of Irish Dance, MD
Maple Academy of Irish Dance, VA
O’Neill-James School of Irish Dancing, VA
Southern Academy of Irish Dance - Virginia
Tinkus Llataymanta USA, MD

  Parade Participants - as of 3/9/2015



www.dcstpatsparade.com                                                              17

  Parade PArticipants  - As Of 3/9/2015

MILITARY

United States Air Force Marching Band
United States Air Force Marching Platoon
United States Armed Forces Joint Color Guard
United States Army Cassion Platoon
United States Army Old Guard Fife and Drum Corps
United States Army Marching Platoon
United States Coast Guard Marching Platoon
United States Marine Marching Platoon
United States Navy Marching Platoon
Veterans of The Battle of The Bulge, WW II. WWII Vehicles provided 
     by the Washington Area Collectors of Military Vehicles
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  Parade Participants - As Of 3/9/2015

INTERNATIONAL, NATIONAL STATE AND CITY 

Alexandria, Virginia, Mayor William Euille
District of Columbia Councilmember Vincent Orange
District of Columbia Homeland Security & 
     Emergency Management Agency, Director Chris Geldart
District of Columbia Metropolitan Police Department, 
     Chief Cathy Lanier
District of Columbia Metropolitan Police Motorcycles 
     with Color Guard
Fairfax County,  VA Police Honor Guard
Greenbelt, MD Police Department
Northern Ireland Bureau, Stewart Mathews
Maryland-National Capital Park Police Mounted Unit, 
     Montgomery County Division
Metro Transit Police Department, Chief Ronald Pavlik
4VMRGI�+ISVKI Ẃ�'SYRX]��1(�3J½GI�SJ�XLI�7LIVMJJ��7LIVMJJ�1IPZMR�,MKL
Silver Spring MD Fire Department
Virginia Congressman Gerald Connolly
Virginia Governor Terry McCauliffe
United States National Park Service Police Mounted Patrol Unit &   
    Motor Unit, Chief Robert MacLean
Wicklow County Ireland, Councillor Christopher Fox

ORGANIZATIONS &NOVELTIES

American Red Cross in the National Capital Region
Ancient Order of Hibernians State Board of DC and  Virginia
Ancient Order of Hibernians Commodore John Barry Division 
Ancient Order of Hibernians Father William Corby Division
Ancient Order of Hibernians Col John Fitzgerald Division
Boy Scouts of America Pack 499, MD
Brookland Club and Cairde Gaels
Caed Mille Failte - The Moore Family



www.dcstpatsparade.com                                                              19

Calvert-Arundel Swordsmen
Capital Rowing Club (Float)
Chesapeake Irish Terrier Club
DC Divas Football
DC LGBT Center
Dogs on Deployment, DMV Chapter
The Dubliner (Float)
)QIVEPH�7SGMIX]�*MVI½KLXIVW�SJ�;EWLMRKXSR��(�'��
Falun Dafa
Fraternal Order of Police - DC Lodge #1
Greenbelt Dog Training Parade Drill Team
International Youth Ambassadors, MD
Irish American Club of Washington, D.C.
Irish Channel (Float)
Irish Northern Aid
Jesus House
Kena Shriners, Kena 500 Mini-Corvettes
Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians Division 9
The Leprechan
Loyal And Patriotic Order of Irish-American Reaganites
Miss District of Columbia USA 2015,  Lizzy Olsen
Miss District of Columbia USA 2014, Teresa Davis
Miss District of Columbia Teen USA, Niara Tarleton-Allen
Nations Capitol Young Marines, VA
Oxon Hill Young Marines, Temple Hills, MD
Police Emerald Society Honor Guard 
Police Emerald Society - The Family Behind the Badge
Potomac Valley Irish Wolfhound Club
South Lakes High School Army JROTC, Seahawk Battalion, VA
St. Johns College High School Rugby Team - the “Scoopers”
St. Patrick of the AOH 
US Naval Sea Cadet Corps,  Alexandria Division, VA
Washington DC Gaels (Float) 
WMAL & WRXQ
Woody Wilson - 28th US President

  Parade Participants - As Of 3/9/2015
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  Parade Participants - As Of 3/9/2015

VEHICLES
 

1905 American LaFrance Steam Fire Engine
1964 White American LaFrance Pumper Fire truck,
     owner Joe & Sandy Fitzgerald 
1968 Pirsch Pumper Truck, operator William M. FitzGerald
1966 American LaFrance Fire Engine owner Earl Clime
1966 Crown Fire Coach 1599 GPM Pumper, 
�����*MVI½KLXMRK�-VMWL�SJ�7SYXLIVR�1EV]PERH
1969 Crown Fire Coach
1988 DC Metropolitan Police Plymouth Gran Fury 
    owner Charles Viggiani
Old Dominion Historical Fire Society, Northern Virginia
Washington Area Collectors of Military Vehicles
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  Did You Know? 

Saint Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, was born in Britain.  
He was captured and taken to Ireland as a slave as a boy.  He 
escaped after six years, but returned to Ireland as a missionary 
in his 30’s.  His mission in Ireland lasted thirty years: 
establishing monasteries, setting up schools, and building 
churches. St. Patrick’s Day is celebrated on the date of his 
GHDWK��0DUFK����������

There are only two surviving written documents, both letters, 
that are credited to Saint Patrick. One is an account of his life 
and his work with the Church.   Known as the “Declaration,” 
this letter describes the vision that told him to go back to 
Ireland.  The second letter was written to the soldiers of 
Coroticus informing them that Patrick was excommunicating 
soldiers who raided Ireland and took citizens into slavery.

Legend credits St. Patrick with using 
the native shamrock to teach the Irish 
about the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity.  
Green was worn in reference to the 
shamrock in honor of St. Patrick as early 
as the 17th century, though St. Patrick’s 
vestments were blue. 

The robes and ribbons of the Order of 
6DLQW�3DWULFN��HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ������DV�
the senior order of chivalry in Ireland, 
are also blue. The modern Irish coat of 
arms and the standard of the President 
of Ireland, is a golden harp with silver 
strings on a royal blue background.
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Category Winning Group
Best in Parade DC Fire Department Emarld Society 

Pipes & Drums

Best Local Band Dominion High School Marching Titans 
Band, Sterling, Virginia

Best Visiting Band Martinsville High School Marching Band
Martinsville, Virginia

Best Band Londonderry HIgh School Lancer 
Marching Band and Colorguard
Londonderry, New Hampshire

Best Musical Group Great Mills High School Marching Band
Great Mills, Maryland

Best Adult Marching Unit Ladies Ancient Order of Hibernians 
Division 9 Trolley, Washington, D.C.

Best Marching Unit (PHUDOG�6RFLHW\�)LUH¿JKWHUV�RI�
Washington, D.C.

Best  Youth Marching Unit Randolph-Macon Academy Band and 
Parade Unit, Front Royal, Virginia

Best ROTC Unit South Lakes High School JROTC
Reston, Virginia

Best Antique Car Blue Thunderbird

Best Antique Fire Apparatus Old Dominion Historical Fire Society,
Northern Virginia Chapter

Best Dance School Boyle School of Irish Dance
Virginia

Best Performing Group Washington Showstoppers Community 
Band, Washington, D.C.

Best Theme Commodore John Barry Division, 
Ancient Order of Hibernians, 
Washington, D.C,

Best Pet Unit Greenbelt Dog Training Parade Drill 
Team, Greenbelt, Maryland

Always a Pleasure Irish Channel Float, 
Washington, D.C,

  2014 Awards 
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Category Winning Group
Best Novelty Group Annapolis Irish Rowers

Annapolis, Maryland

Marshal’s Award - Enthusiasm O’Neill Development Float
Washington, D.C,

Peoples Choice O’Neill-James School of Irish Dancing
Arlington, Virginia

  2014 Awards 

7KH�¿UVW�6W��3DWULFN¶V�3DUDGH�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���ZDV�KHOG�LQ������
and traveled along Massachusetts Avenue from Dupont Circle to 
the statue of Robert Emmet. In 1974, the Constitution Avenue 
route was established and the march became a full-scale Parade 
IHDWXULQJ�WUDGLWLRQDO�SLSH�EDQGV��,ULVK�GDQFHUV��PLOLWDU\��SROLFH�DQG�¿UH�
SURFHVVLRQV��PDUFKLQJ�EDQGV��RUQDWH�ÀRDWV��DQG�PRUH��

  Did You Know?
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Thank You - 
Parade Committee & Marshals

The St. Patrick’s Parade Committee of Washington, 
'�&��LV�D�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�UHJLVWHUHG�LQ�WKH�
District of Columbia, founded for the sole and 
express purpose of organizing and producing the 
St. Patrick’s Parade of Washington, D.C.

The Committee is staffed by a dedicated group of volunteers who 
invest many hours year-round to raise funds and manage the myriad 
logistics to produce the Parade each year.

The Committee extends its thanks to the D.C. Police Emerald Society 
and the Ancient Order of Hibernians for volunteering their time to 
work behind the scenes to marshal the parade.  We can’t step-off 
without you!

&DOO�RXU�6W��3DWULFN¶V�3DUDGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�OLQH�DW����������������������������������
Visit us on the web:                                           www.dcstpatsparade.com
And on Facebook                                 www.facebook.com/dcstpatsparade
Write to us at:               St. Patrick’s Parade Committee of Washington, D.C. 
��������������������������������������������3�2��%R[��������:DVKLQJWRQ��'&�����������

  Learn More About Us
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  2014 Golf Tournament

The 2nd Annual Limerick Pub Challenge Golf Tournament was 
held at the Northwest Golf Course in Sliver Spring, MD on 
6HSWHPEHU������������7KLV�WRXUQDPHQW�EHQH¿WV�WKH�6W��3DWULFN¶V�
Parade of Washington, D.C. and the Wounded Warrior Project.

Many thanks to the Limerick Pub and our 2015 Hole Sponsors.




